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COMMENDATORY NOTE, 



THE RT. REV. MANTON EASTBURN, 

BI8H0F OF THI lASVIEH DIOOISI. 



Mbssbs. Gould and Linooln: 

UDderstanding that many members 

of our Chmch are desirouB of reprintmg the late Bishop Gris- 

wold'B EflBays on Prayer-Meetings, I beg to say, that, in my 

opinion, it is very desirable to have before the public, in this 

Tolume, the views of so distingnished and excellent a man on 

the subject of which these Essays treat. I hope, therefore, that 

the work wiU be printed once more. 

Very truly yours, 

MANTON EASTBURN. 
181 Tromont St, Boston, ) 
June I, 1868. ) 
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NOTICE OF THE WORK, 

rsoK 
THE MEMOIR OF BISHOP ORISWOLD 

BT THB 

REV. JOHN S. STONE, D. D. 



'< To be rightly estimated, the whole of Bishop Griswold's little 
book on social Prayer-Meetings (for the numbers have since been 
collected, and published in a volume by themselves) should be read 
with candid attention. It will then be found as full of point and 
ability as it is of piety and moderation. It is the best production 
on the subject anywhere to be met with. 

So &r as anything human can avail, it shuts the mouth of objec- 
tion, excites thought, and stirs up consideration. There is in it, 
indeed, what seldom appeared in either his writings or his con- 
versation, a quiet but forcefiil under-play of that talent for which 
he was distinguished in his youthful days, of saying pithy and 
pointed things. 

But so far as this talent appears here, and as it partakes of the 
nature of wit and satire, it is wit and satire sanctified. It has 
enough of point to prick the sides of attention, but not enough to 
wound the heart of love ; enough to awak^i a quiet smile, but not 
enough to chafe a peaceful spirit. 

Its subject is not popular with the world ; and even with many 
Christians the name of a book in defence of prayer-meetings is suf- 
ficient to keep its covers closed. And yet there is enough between 
these covers, if not to lead men of the world and over-cautious 
Christians into prayer-meetings, at least to repay them for their 
trouble in reading the work, even if they seek nothing further than 
an exhibition of well-disciplined powers skilfully and happily ap- 
plied to their purpose. 

The book ouffht to be reprinted, and read by every member of our 
Church." 
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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 



Thb oirouinBtanoes under whioh the remarks presented in this 
Yolume now reappear demand a few words of explanation. Of 
the yenerable and yenerated man by whom the chapters were orig- 
inally prepared, it were perhaps needless, not to say presumptuous, 
to write at length. His memory is still fragrant in many hearts, 
and his record — that of a << life hid with Christ in God " — is in 
the Lamb's Book of life. 

It is indeed grateful to present, in this connection, some of the 
marked features of that character ; especially those which, in the 
recorded judgments of many, eminent in the Christian walk, no less 
than in ecclesiastical position, admirably fitted Bishop Griswold for 
wise and just discriminations, particularly in regard to topics such 
as are treated in the present Tohune. In its moral aspects, that 
character seems fully to answer Bishop Hall's beautiful description 
of the true Christian : — « He is a man, and more ; an earthly saint, 
an angel clothed in flesh ; the lawful image of his Redeemer ; the 
abstract of God's Church on earth ; a model of heaven made up in 
1* 
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VI INTBODUCTOBT STATEMENT. 

day ; the living temple of the Holy Ghost. He walks on earth, but 
converses in heaven ; having his eye fixed on the invisible world, and 
enjoying a sweet communion with his God and Saviour." 

It were entirely safe, in matters of religious expediency and pro- 
priety, to rest upon judgments based upon such a character. A 
life characterized by such a continual reference to God's presence, 
and a constant inspection of the heart, can never be &r astray in 
questions of religious expediency. << In the case of Bishop Gris- 
wold," says one of the most distinguished living ministers of our 
Church, '< the whole venerable house of legislation in which he sat, 
and the whole Ghurch around, who'understood his principles, could 
confidently rest upon the holy disinterestedness of his opinions, and 
the firm but peaceful decision with which they would be main- 
tamed." 

Thus much would not have been written, but that another gen- 
eration has come upon the stage of life since the departure of that 
" saint of God." Thus much seemed to be required, in introduc- 
ing the remarks which follow to the notice of earnest hearts identi- 
fied with that later generation, or, from recent connection with the 
Episcopal Church, comparatively ignorant of the life and worth of 
one so widely and thoroughly associated with the history of that 
Church in New England. The Church of fifteen years since needs no 
word to recall that majestic presence ; << the attractive beauty of that 
countenance, rivalled only in the embodied conceptions of the great 
masters ;" and least of all the symmetrical beauty of the life that 
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INTEODUCTORY STATEMENT. VH 

was iix him. In the removal of Bishop Griswold firom the scenes of 
earth, that Church well and truly knew 

"How grew in Paradise its store." 

The circumstances under which the remarks of Bishop Gris- 
wold originally appeared are in part presented in the opening 
chapter. The present writer has only omitted somewhat which, 
from its local character, seemed unnecessary to the present use of 
the articles. That use of them which is now made seemed, in the 
judgment of more experienced and wiser men than himself, to be 
entirely proper and called for, in view of the existing and widely- 
spread religious interest, particularly in our own Church. At 
such a season, whatever tends to a more thorough building up of 
Christians " in their most holy &ith," and to a wider extension 
of the special blessings which God, through his Spirit, seems now to 
have vouchsafed, should meet with the diligent regard and effort of 
every discijde of the Lord Jesus. The special social services, so 
earnestly advocated and defended by Bishop Griswold, have always 
been a marked feature in the parochial economy of our Church in 
many portions of the United States. No woi^ upon their author- 
ity, advantages, and results, so fuUy and wisely presents these for 
thoughtful consideration and improvement as the volume now 
republished. Many who are familiar with the origin of the con- 
tents will, we are assured, hail its reissue ; while it is hoped it will 
afford to not a few the opportunity of knowing the views of one 
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who, in oommon with the late revered Bishop Moore, of Virginiay 
may be regarded as presenting a true and reliable type of the princi- 
ples, spirit, and practice, of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States. We leave the work with such, merely adding, in 
the words of Robert Hall, that, " next te the immediate guidance 
of God by his Spirit, the counsel and encouragement of virtuous 
and enlightened men afford the most powerful aid in the career of 
Christian duty." G. D. W. 

Boston, June 2, 1858. 
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SOCIAL PEAYEH-MEETINGS 



CHAPTER I. /.T 



REASONS FOB THESE REMARKS. 

In the year 1825 the conductors of the Gospel Advo- 
cate , then published in Boston, spoke largely and very 
severely of prayer-meetings, and advanced several heavy 
charges specially against the Episcopalians of Rhode 
Island. On reading it, I was fully persuaied that not 
only justice to those who were accused, but the cause 
of truth, and the prosperity of the Church, required that 
something should be written in reply. Having waited 
a short time, in the hope that some one possessed of 
more leisure, and more wisdom, would take up the sub- 
ject, with painful reluctance, constrained by a sense of 
duty, and hoping that, through the Lord's merciful good- 
ness, it might have some salutary effect, I addressed 
to the conductors of the Advocate an apology for the 
Churches in Rhode Island, in which was attempted a full 
and complete, and, it was hoped, a satisfactory answer 
to all the objections and accusations which, in the above- 
mentioned publications, were urged or suggested against 
them. 
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12 SOCIAL PBArEB-MEETIKGS. 

But the conductors of the Advocate did not see fit to 
give our defence a place in their journal. Some of the 
Episcopalians in Rhode Island, feeling indignant, as might 
be expected, at being so publicly and so unjustly accused, 
and not being allowed to explain or defend themselves, 
urged me to send what was prepared for the Advocate to 
some other journal, or to consent to its being published in 
a pamphlet form. But, fearing that such a measure might 
give oflfence to the conductors of the Advocate, gentlemen 
for whom I had the highest respect, and judging (perhaps 
unwisely) that patient su£fering might still best promote 
that peace which of all things is most desirable, I did not 
consent. It was hoped, too, that those pious Christians 
who esteem it a privilege, and find it comforting and profit- 
able to assemble sometimes on an evening to read the holy 
Scriptures, to pray for the things they need, and converse 
together of God's mercies in Jesus Christ, might at length 
be permitted to do it without being falsely accused, or held 
up, as fanatics and enemies of the Church, to the scorn of 
the world ; and the more especially as praying appears 
not to be a prevailing sin among Episcopalians. But this 
hope has also proved fallacious. In several of our public 
journals we frequently see remarks, intended directly or 
indirectly to censure and condemn those who meet for 
religious conference, to convince Episcopalians that these 
meetings are of very evil tendency, and that they who fre- 
quent them are enemies to the Church and true religion. 
The consequences are such as must naturally be expected : 
many of the pious of our communion are much grieved, 
and not a little disturbed ; and others are ofiended. They 
who oppose, exult and triumph. Animosities are excited, 
and divisions increased, and Christians of other denomina- 
tions are confirmed in the belief that the greater part of 
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SOCIAL PRAYER-MEETINGS. 13 

Episcopalians are but formalists, destitute of real piety ; 
much more zealous for tkeir Church than for Christ's reli- 
gion ; for their Liturgy than for the worship of God ; for 
forms than for prayer. 

I was induced, therefore, to offer for the pages of the 
Episcopal Register (the only journal we now have in this 
diocese) what was intended for the Oospel Advocate, with 
such alterations as circumstances require, begging and 
praying that, through the blessing of a merciful God, it 
may be made the humble instrument of shielding from 
obloquy and derision a large class of our brethren, who, 
though they may not arrogantly claim to be exclusively 
Churchmen, it is believed are worthy members, real friends, 
and consistent supporters of the Church ; hoping, also, it 
may in some degree remove the prejudices which now 
seem to exist against those who wish to unite in social 
worship, and promote that which all Christians oughl^ most 
to desire and follow, peace and love. 

When those who attend prayer-meetings are held up to 
the public view as disorderly subverters of the order of 
the Church, and intruders into its sacred office, — as contra- 
vening its articles and canons, and as being actuated by 
tiie worst of motives, — these are charges of more general 
concern, and apply to those who attend the like meetings 
in other states. 

So far as I am acquainted, and able to judge, they who 
attend these meetings are generally pious, sincere Chris- 
tians, who think it profitable, and find it spiritually refresh- 
ing, during the six days usually appropriated to worldly 
cares and pleasures, to pass an hour, or perhaps two or 
three hours, in social. worship. A large part of those 
who are commuiiicants choose rather to attend to their 
temporal business, or to associate for other purposes, and 
2 
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14 SOCIAL PBAYEB-MEETINGS. 

do not attend the meetings. And for this I never hear 
them censured. It is considered as a voluntary thing ; as 
much so as giving alms. Our rule is, " Let every man be 
persuaded in his own mind.'' If others spend the time 
better, we rejoice and bless God. If, while I and my 
friends are enjoying merriment and recreations, others 
choose to be devoutly praying for us, and for all men, it is 
a wrong which may easily be forgiven. 

It is hoped that the circumstances above stated, taken 
in connection with the present state of our Church, and 
the feelings of its members respecting these meetmgs, 
and, of course, the importance of this subject to our 
peace and prosperity, will be su£Scient apology for enter- 
ing upon so painful a subject, and (which is necessary to 
answer all the objections and accusations) for extending 
the remarks to some length. It is objected, among other 
things, that the meetings are of evil tendency ; that lay 
exhortation is unlawful ; that extemporary prayer is schis- 
matic, and that the meetings, as usually conducted, are 
subversive of the principles of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church; and to these subjects, and others connected 
with them, the following remarks, if the Lord permit, will 
be extended. In conclusion, the writer may state his 
own view of the lawfulness and expediency of conference- 
meetings (as they are usually called), and oflfer some advice 
to Episcopalians respecting them. 

It must seem strange, to Christians of other names, that 
Episcopalians, who boast so much of the excellency and 
perfection of their rubrics and canons, and of the whole 
system of their ecclesiastical polity, should be ever dis- 
puting and contending about points which might with per- 
fect ease be immediately defined and set at rest. It is 
much to be regretted that those of our brethren who feel 
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dissatisfied on these and other points, and are so disposed 
to censure others for using what they sincerely believe to 
be their Christian liberty, do not rather propose the ques- 
tions to the General Convention, whose decision would put 
an end to our disputes. Why not call upon our rulers to 
decide whether our people may assemble in private rooms 
for social prayer and religious conversation ; whether they 
may exhort one another ; to how many at one time a lay- 
man may speak on the subject of religion, and whether a 
true Churchman can, without slighting the Liturgy, or de- 
parting from his profession, use an unwritten prayer ? We 
have happily seen, and we have great cause of thankful- 
ness to the Head of the Church, that harmony and good 
feelings very much prevail in our General Conventions ; 
and that its decisions are, in all our Churches, cheerfully 
respected and observed. If these are indeed questions of 
serious importance, let them be as regularly as they may 
easily be decided. By censures and recriminations the 
evil is increased. Let those in authority over us make 
rules respecting these points, expressed in plain, definite 
language, and our brethren will be among the first to 
observe them. 

But while this is not done, a dispassionate inquiry into 
what is lawful, and what expedient, as things now are, may, 
through the Lord's blessing, t6nd to some good. Such, it 
is hoped, will be the character, as it certainly will be the 
intention, of the following remarks. They who read them 
may not accord with the writer in opinion ; but every good 
Christian will know and feel the importance of following 
after the things which make for peace. The worst enemy 
of the Church is he who stirs up animosities among its 
members. They who falsely accuse their brethren are 
indeed "children of the devil," doing his work. The 
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more we differ in opinion the more necessary it is "to give 
a reason of the hope that is in us ;" and we ought to do it 
" with meekness and fear.'' It is not, we trust, without 
meekness and fear that we make this attempt to apologize 
for the meetings so severely censured. We have no accu- 
sation to bring against others. We plead in behalf of 
those who feel themselves unjustly, though we hope not 
intentionally, injured. We desire only that a few believers 
in Jesus Christ, and members of his ** Catholic and Apos- 
tolic Church,'' sensible of their sins, and of their many 
wants, may be permitted, without being judged or censured 
by their brethren, sometimes to spend an evening in prayer 
for themselves and others ; in reading God's word, and 
singing his praise, and speaking of his mercies. 



CHAPTER II. 

OBJECTIONS ANSWEBED. 

The principal objection against the meetings in ques- 
tion is their evil tendency. If no more were meant by 
this objection than that they are sometimes abused, and 
made the occasion of various evils, it would be unnecessary 
to offer anything in their defence. For what religion, or 
what part of religion, can be named which has not been so 
abused and made productive of evil effects ? Our blessed 
Saviour was particular in forewarning his disciples that 
such abuse, and to a very great extent, would be made of 
his gospel ; and most lamentably, in all ages of his Church, 
have his predictions been verified. And we know well 
what use the enemies of Christianity have made of its 
abuses to prejudice the world against it. The disciples of 
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Christ have much warning and much reason to be cautious 
how they use or countenance such fallacious reasoning. It 
is the grand art of Satan to frustrate everything good by 
perverting it to evil effects. It is not indicative of a good 
cause that the opposers of these meetings should so much 
iirge the stale argument of their abuse ; and it is not a little 
encouraging to those who attend the meetings, that, with the 
disposition which has been manifested to disparage them, 
and after searching over the whole face of the earth to dis- 
cover their ill effects, so little has been found. And if the 
argument from this little is to be of weight, how are we to 
defend other usages in the Church ? What, for instance, 
might not be said of the celebration of our Lord's nativity ? 
For want of evidence at home, the ministers of foreign 
nations have been called on to bear testimony against 
meetings for prayer. Let, then, thousands of the most pious 
ministers of foreign countries testify how for centuries 
Christmas has, not in a few instances, but even generally, 
been observed I What revellings, intemperance, and dis- 
sipation, to the great disgrace of the Christian name, have 
been, and still are, in most parts of the Christian world, 
the effects of observing that festival I It must, for hundreds 
of years, and in thousands of places, have been in God's 
sight as great an abomination as what in such strong lan- 
guage he condemns in the first chapter of the prophet 
Isaiah. And yet, truly devout Christians, who feel pious 
gratitude and holy joy in contemplating the " unspeakable 
gift" of a Divine Saviour, are strengthened and edified by 
celebrating his birth ; and they would deem it very unjust 
and unchristian to be censured and condemned for observ- 
ing Christmas, because even millions make it an occasion to 
frolic and carnal festivity. 
In denouncing these meetings in our churches, it is usual 
2* 
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to urge their effect, and the disorders they produce among 
other denominations of our Christian brethren. But this 
is no just criterion. Their notions of doctrine, order, and 
discipline, and their standard of zeal and religious feeling, 
differ from ours. Comparatively speaking, their religious 
systems tend more to ardor and enthusiasm ; ours to mod- 
eration and formaHty. What we deem irregularity and 
confusion many of them conceive to be the life and power 
of religion. 

Nor is it necessary in the present question, nor likely to 
bring it to a fair issue, to urge the opinions of men, and 
the practice of Christians, in other countries. Facts and 
circumstances at such a distance cannot be so accurately 
ascertained ; besides, what should also be considered, that 
the habits and general information of the people, and the 
state of religion, are different in foreign countries from 
what they are in this. It is not believed that the meetings 
which Mr. Scott, and other English clergymen, found to be 
productive of evils, are the same as ours here. And were 
they similar, they have been in our country so extensively 
introduced, and of so long continuance, that, from our own 
experience and observation, we may form a far more cor- 
rect judgment of their expediency and utility. Our clergy, 
.it is believed, have no need of sending to England to ascer- 
tain what manner of meetings will be useful in their par- 
ishes. If in any instance, or any place, these meetings are 
found to be more productive of ill effects than good, it is 
in the power of the presiding minister to suppress them. 

It is, indeed, not a little remarkable, and shows the 
paucity of evidence against these meetings, that Mr. 
Scott's testimony should be so often brought forward in 
various quarters of the world, from India to the United 
States, and by those, too, who, on any point at variance 
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with their own opinion, would not, it is believed, deem his 
authority of much weight. The ministry of the Eev. 
Devereaux Jarratt has frequently been exhibited or 
alluded to, apparently for the purpose of showing the ill 
effects of prayer-meetings, and of laboring " out of sea- 
son " to save the souls of men. Of the history of his 
labors the writer has but little knowledge. So far as that 
little will authorize him to judge, few were more faithful or 
more successful in the ministry than Mr. Jarratt. He 
appears to have been instrumental in turning many to 
righteousness. If large numbers of those who had been 
awakened by his preaching afterwards ceased to walk 
with him, the same was true of our blessed Saviour. And 
of those who left the communion of Mr. J.'s Church, 
many, probably the greater part, did not renounce Christi- 
anity, but continued pious disciples of Christ till their 
death; and, what is most to the purpose, a very large 
number of communicants, several hundreds it is said, con- 
tinued steadfast with their pastor till his death. Were his 
clerical brethren of the sam^ time, and the same state, 
who disapproved of prayer-meetings, more successful in 
the ministry than he ? 

On questions of the same nature we might expect that 
the opinion of " the pious Mr. Nelson " would have much 
more weight with Churchmen than that of Mr. Scott. 
Speaking of such voluntary meetings in England, he says, 
in the preface of his much esteemed work on the Festivals 
and Fasts of the Church, " Upon this occasion I think it a 
great piece of justice to acknowledge and commend the 
piou8 and devout practices of the religiotia societies, who, in 
this point, as well as in many others, distinguish them- 
selves by their regular conformity and obedience to the 
laws of the Church. While they pay that deference they 
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profess to their parochial ministers, and are ready to be 
governed by their directions, and are willing to submit 
their rules and orders to the judgment of the reverend 
clergy, I cannot apprehend but that they must be very 
serviceable to the interest of religion, and may contribute 
'very nmch to revive (hat tnie spirit of Christianity, which 
1008 80 nmch the ghry of (he primitive times. And I see no 
reason why men may not meet and consult together to 
improve one another in Christian knowledge, and by mutual 
advice take measures how "best to further their own salva- 
tion, as well as that of their neighbors, when the same 
liberty is taken for the improvement of trade, and for car- 
rying on the pleasures and diversions of life. And for 
those objections which are urged against these societies 
&om some canons of the Church, they seem to be founded 
upon a misunderstanding of the sense of those canons/' 
Such is the judgment of that charity which our Church, 
more than any other Church on earth, inculcates ; and such 
the language of those who most sincerely and impartially 
seek its peace and vital prosperity. The meetings which 
have been so severely censured remarkably agree with 
what Mr. Nelson here so cordially commends, and thinks it 
a great piece of jjistice to commend ; and here they have, in 
all human appearance, actually proved, what he supposes 
they must he, very serviceable to the interests of religion, and 
have, we humbly hope, contributed something, if not very 
much, to revive the true spirit of Christianity, The laymen 
who attend the meetings do pay that deference they profess 
(and ought to pay) to their parochial ministers, and are 
ready to he governed by their directions. However they 
may desire such meetings, the people presume not to con- 
tinue them, in case they have not the consent at least of 
their respective pastors. Our rectors, or settled minis- 
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ters, are, by the authority of the Church, appointed the 
rulers of their respective parishes ; and to them the peo- 
ple should immediately look as their spiritual guides. If 
the pastors err, they are amenable to the higher author- 
ities. While the people pay this deference to their spirit- 
ual guides, it is highly unjust, and " inconsistent with the 
principles of Churchmen," to censure them for attending 
the meetings. None, we repeat, are more respectful or 
more affectionate to their pastors than they. None are 
more ready to strengthen the hands, and to profit by the 
ministrations, of the clergy. Generally speaking, none 
are more constant at the Lord's table, and in family 
prayer. Indeed, there are few besides pious communi- 
cants who constantly attend the meetings. If on any 
occasion, whether on the Lord's day or at other seasons, 
the church be opened for public worship, these of all 
Christians are (still generally speaking) most sure to be 
present. And dare we accuse, and judge, and condemn, 
such people ? Dare we hold them up to the abhorrence 
of Christians, and the scorn of the world, as the enemies 
of the Church, and of true religion? Is it not more 
agreeable to the spirit of Christ to say, for their comfort, 
" Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my 
sake " ? 

It is, indeed, affirmed that experience has shown that the 
meetings in question have an evil tendency ; but it must 
be general experience which can prove anything to this 
purpose. A few instances, though found both in England 
and America, would only prove that good things may be 
abused and discredited. By such reasoning we can prove 
that Christ "came not to bring peace on earth, but a 
sword ; '' — that his gospel is of evil tendency. After the 
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experience of many years, the Churchmen of Rhode Island 
have not found the practice in question of evil tendency. 
Their members have not gone from them, nor have they 
become preachers among other sects. The effect has been 
very much the contrary. Many from other denominations 
have united with us, and have become firmly attached to 
the Episcopal Church. Of these, several are now among 
the most usefrd ministers in our Church, and are laboring 
in various parts of the United States. The meetings have 
been of no little use in removing the prejudices against 
this Church, which, throughout New England, so much and 
unhi^pily prevail ; in convincing many that our religion 
does not consist wholly of forms and ceremonies ; that we, 
no less than other Christians, have a serious concern for 
the salvation of ourselves and others. 

The most candid of those who are opposed to prayer- 
meetings admit that this subject is " a question of expe- 
diency.'' That God's word forbids such meetings, no one 
probably will venture to affirm. That the Church forbids 
them, no one has been able to show. And should she dis- 
approve, nothing hinders that she should forbid them. 
And if it be, as certainly it is, a question of expediency, 
what judges can be more fit or competent to decide the 
question than our parochial clergy, each one in his own 
parish ? Any clergyman who is incapable of judging in 
this case, cannot be qualified for tiie pastoral charge. 
Supposing that they are so qualified, and their being con- 
tinued in that office is a proof that they are so esteemed, 
to their decision we may safely leave the question. They 
best know, each one in his own parish, what the people 
need, and what means and efforts it pleases God to bless 
among them. No one can be ignorant that what is profit- 
able in one place, and among one people, may in another 
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place be worse than useless. Some things our Saviour 
has commanded, and others he has forbidden, and others 
still he has left to the discretion of his ministers, and 
other Christians, to be done or not, as prudence dictates, 
or circumstances require. In his own example, too, has 
he taught that ** all things which are lawful are not expe- 
dient.^' In some places he found the people so hardened 
and indisposed to profit by his ministry, that he could not, 
with wisdom and fitness, vnyrk many fniraclea among them ; 
and his practice was to teach the people as they toere Me 
to hear. His apostles followed his example, feeding vjith 
milk those who were unable to receive the stronger meat of 
the word. As £ur as truth would admit, and circumstances 
required, their ministry was accommodated to the igno- 
rance, and state, and prejudices, of the people; they 
became aU things to all men, that by all means (hey might 
save some. St. Paul, especiaUy, who excelled in spiritual 
gifts, and labored more abundantly than the other apos- 
tles, while with unshaken fidelity he adhered to the true 
foundation of Christ, and in whatever is sinful was rigid 
and unaccommodating, in other things extended the con- 
ciliating system further than any of us now would deem 
expedient. Let us be permitted, at an humble distance, 
to follow the steps of this " blessed apostle ; '' and we 
shall no longer hear the pious members of our commun- 
ion condemned or censured for meeting together to talk 
of the Lord's mercies, to pray for themselves and oth- 
ers, and to exhort each other to steadfastness and perse- 
verance. 

There is reason to fear that some write and speak 
agamst these meetings more from prejudice than knowl- 
edge. They who have not attended them can be no better 
qualified to judge of their use, than they who have not 
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attended our public worship to judge of our Liturgy. By 
the latter we are told, and they endeavor to prove, that our 
printed prayers produce, of course, a lifeless formality ; by 
the former, that prayer-meetings are productive of spiritual 
pride and many evils. They both can urge very plausible 
recksons; but we, who judge from long and decided experi- 
ence, are convinced that both are mistaken. In either case 
those evils may be, and in too many instances no doubt 
they have been, produced; but they are not more the 
necessary consequence in the one case than in the other. 
If they who frequent our solemn assemblies, and devoutly 
use our service, find it lifeless and unsatisfying to a pious 
mind, they may with better reason condemn its use. And 
they who attend the prayer-meetings, and find in them no 
religious improvement, may well forsake them. And if it 
be a known fact, and generally tms, that they who frequent 
these meetings are less pious and less humble than other 
Christians ; if they are more worldly, and vain, and wicked ; 
if they are not so constant nor so devout at church ; if 
they are less given to prayer, and often absent from the 
Lord's table; if they are less regardful of the lawful 
government and "godly admonitions'' of their spiritual 
rulers ; if they are not so constant in family prayer, and 
generally not so good Christians, — this certainly is some 
good proof that the meetings are of evil tendency ; and, 
till this be proved, with what truth or justice is it 
affirmed that experience has shovm ihem to be of evil ten- 
dency f If meetings of the like nature in other parts have 
produced bad effects, we are not answerable. After long 
experience we have not, to the Lord's praise be it said, 
discovered any of those bad effects, which some of our 
brethren apprehend. A regard for the Prayer-Book has 
not, in any degree, been diminished, but the contrary. It 
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is the full belief of the present writer that in no one of the 
United States are the rubrics and canons of our Church 
better observed than in Rhode Island. If others make an 
ill use of the ordinance of preaching, or of the celebration 
of -Christmas, or of conference-meetings, let those who 
are disposed and accustomed to make a good use of the 
same things, enjoy these privileges quietly, and without 
reproach. A large part of our communicants in this state 
do not attend the meetings; and for this I have never 
heard them blamed. If they spend their evenings better, 
we rejoice and bless God. Happy would it be did all 
observe the most excellent rule of charity given in the 
fourteenth chapter to the Eomans. Then "he that regard- 
eth the day would regard it unto the Lord ; and he that 
regardeth not the day, to the Lord he would not regard 
it;" he would neither presume nor desire to judge another 
man^s servant, but to his oum Master let him stand or faU, 
The evil most to be feared, and most prevalent among us, 
is lukewarmness. With shame we must acknowledge 
that we incline to be cold rather than hot. Enthusiasm is 
as rare in our churches as a scorching sun is in a northern 
winter. The mercury of our zeal is constantly below the 
degree of temperate. 
3 
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CHAPTER III. 

EEVIVALS. 

Thb further indulgence of my readers is requested on 
the subject of meetings for religious conference and prayer. 
My chief object is to apologize for those who think it 
their privilege; and find it profitable to attend such meet- 
ings, by a fair statement of their motives and conduct, 
and by obviating the objections which are so often and so 
confidently urged against them. For this end it will be 
proper to bring into view such other things as are con- 
nected, or supposed to be directly or indirectly connected. 
Of this description are religious awakenings. 

It is well known that what are called awakenings, or 
revivals, or reformations (the name is not material), are 
very frequent, and have for many years been frequent, in 
various parts of the United States, especially in those 
called New England. By great numbers of Christians 
these are viewed as the special outpourings of the Divine 
Spirit, — the extraordinary, if not miraculous, work of God. 
Others think these periods of excitement to be the work 
or delusion of the adversary, to discredit true religion, and 
bring into contempt the orthodox faith. Or they judge 
them to be at best but the natural effects of eloquence or 
terror operating upon the sympathy, or feelings, or 
passions, of weak minds. But whatever may be our 
opinion of the cause or the effect of these awakenings, — 
whether we suppose that they aid or that they injure true 
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religion, — it is certain that they have become a subject of 
serious importance, and claim the attention of all Chris- 
tians, Episcopalians, among whom they are less frequent, 
not excepted. These excitements frequently occur in 
places where we have parishes, and our people, who have 
sympathy, and feelings, and like passions as other men, are 
of course in some manner aflfected. A part of our people, 
it may be, view these seasons with indiflference, caring for 
none of these things ; others, we are sorry to say, con- 
demn them as fanatical delusions, and treat them with 
censure, ridicule and contempt ; but not a few, at such 
seasons, are awakened to a very serious concern for the 
salvation of themselves and others. 

It is my intention, if I can rightly judge of my own 
motives, to treat this subject with candor and impar- 
tiality. It is not intended to dictate or to judge, but 
to take facts as they are, and reason from them. This 
is certainly a subject which not a little concerns our 
Church. In some instances, people are drawn from our 
communion by these excitements ; in others, members 
have in consequence been added unto us ; and the results, 
it is believed, have generally been very much influenced 
by the conduct of our people, either in opposing and cen- 
suring the work, as it is called, or in availing ourselves of 
the excitement. It is very desirable, to say the least, that 
we, on this as on other subjects, should be of one mind. 
It is indispensably our duty to God, to his Church, and to 
ourselves, that we consider seriously of the subject, and 
when we see our fellow-sinners, with agonizing solicitude 
and concern, calling on God for mercy, and inquiring what 
they shall do to be saved, so to judge of them, and to con- 
duct ourselves, that we can answer with confidence to 
our own heart, and to God, who " is greater than our 
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heart, and knoweth all things." After devout prayer to 
God to enlighten our minds and direct our ways, perhaps 
nothing will be more likely to unite us in opinion, and 
in practice, than frankly and candidly stating our feelings 
and views on this subject. It is with the humble hope 
that such in some small degree may be the effect, that 
mine are now offered. 

And they are now offered in connection with the subject 
of prayer-meetings, because it is in seasons of great 
religious excitement that such meetings are most frequent, 
and are believed to be most necessary, or most useful ; and 
because, generally speaking, and almost perhaps without 
exception, they who disapprove of one disapprove of the 
other, and consider them as kindred evils. There can be 
no doubt that the meetings are often instrumental in 
exciting religious awakenings ; and the awakenings multi- 
ply the meetings. 

Whether such awakenings are the Lord^s work, caused 
by some extraordinary operation of the Divine Spirit ; or 
his ordinary blessing and spiritual aid bestowed upon the 
awakened attention and more earnest prayers of his peo- 
ple ; or whether, as others think, it is a natural effect from 
a natural cause, or an artifice and work of the adversary to 
disgrace religion, and frustrate its salutary effects, are 
points on which the opinions of men, even of pious Chris- 
tians, differ. And they are points, we may add, on which 
it would be well if some were less forward to judge and 
to decide. That the same thing should by some Chris- 
tians be extolled as the glorious work of God and the 
power of his grace, and by others be denounced as the 
artifice of Satan to frustrate the salvation of men, is a fact 
of awful consideration, and should, we might reasonably 
conceive, cause those who are truly pious to pause and 
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reflect. This extreme difference of opinion should remind 
us all how fallible is human judgment respecting the ways 
of God. It might be well for some of us to hearken to the 
advice of Gamaliel : " Refrain from these men, and let them 
alone, lest haply ye be found to fight against God.'' For 
are we sure that it is not the Lord's work ? Should the 
work be his, to oppose it would be to fight against Ood; to 
sin against the Holy Ghost. When it is considered that 
these awakenings have seldom, if ever, appeared but in 
modem times, and are now very limited in their extent ; 
that the Lord has in times past governed, and still does in 
most parts of the world govern his Church and save the 
souls of men without producing these extraordinary excite- 
ments ; when it is further considered what vain confidence 
of boasting, what spiritual pride, what uncharitable judg- 
ment, what extravagant enthusiasm, and gross irregular- 
ities, have in some instances unhappily attended these 
revivals ; when also are brought into view the numbers 
converted who fall away, or disgrace their religious pro- 
fession, and the coldness or low state of religious feeling 
which usually succeeds these extraordinary excitements, it 
is natural, and certainly seems reasonable, to hesitate, and 
to doubt how far they are the work of God. And though it 
is certainly true that vast numbers, at such seasons, are 
converted from infidelity, and reformed from various vices, 
and become zealous, steadfast and pious Christians, yet it 
may well be questioned whether there are more such Chris- 
tians in consequence of the awakenings. Generally during 
the intervals between such awakenings coldness prevails, 
and few, if any, are converted or added to the Church. 
And perhaps, had the Lord's word gone forward in its 
steady, uniform, and usual course, a still greater number 
would have been added to bis fold. Suppose in a large 
3* 



Digitized by 



Google 



30 SOCIAL PBATEB-MEETIN6S. 

parish, during the course of fifty years, there are six of 
these extraordinary awakenings, and at each season (be- 
sides all who after fall away) one hundred of such as 
should be saved are added to the Lord. Yet it is possible, 
and perhaps much more than possible, that had no such 
excitement occurred, as many or still more might, in the 
same period of fifty years, have been added to the Church. 
Another evil resulting firom these revivals is, that very 
many people imbibe erroneous notions of conversion, and 
of their own duty. They are led to suppose that feelings, 
and raptures, and strong assurance, are the chi^f evidence 
of true religioa ; and (which is still worse) that little or 
nothing on their part is necesssay to a change of heart, 
and acceptance with God, but to wait till such a work, by 
the* power of his grace, is wrought upon them. Hence 
the use of means is much neglected, and in many in- 
stances despised. And this is one of the two principal 
causes of the coldness which usually follows those sea- 
Bons of refreshment. The other cause is easily found in 
that principle of reaction which is natural to the human 
passions. 

But all these evils, great, and numberless, and deplora- 
ble, as they are, will not authorize us wholly to condemn 
these awakenings as being the work of man only, or of 
evil spirits ; nor as being, all things considered, useless. 
The awakening may still be from the Spirit of God ; the 
conviction which alarms the soul, and the anxious concern 
to flee from the wrath to come, may be the finiit of the true 
seed sown in the heart, whilst the evil is to be ascribed to 
the opposition and wickedness of men, and to that enemy 
who is ever wakeful and ready to sow his tares. Be it 
admitted that these excitements are a novelty ; that nothr 
ing like them was known in former times (which, however. 
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is not strictly the fact) ; still, the Lord, who governs all 
things, is not, as far as we know, restricted to any one 
mode in the operations of his grace. There are many gifts 
and ministrations all by the same Spirit, and they are 
accommodated, we have good reason to believe, to times 
and seasons ; to the occasional exigencies of his Church, 
and the wants of mankind. At the Reformation there was 
a great change from what had long and generally beeji 
practised ; but its being a change is itself no good proof 
that the hand of God was not in the work. These awaken- 
ings, in many cases, certainly, appear to be the effect of 
human effort. And may not the like be said of all conver- 
sions, of all faith, and all religions knowledge ? " How 
shall they believe except they hear, and how shall they 
hear without a preacher ? " And who does not know that 
generally, in all ages of the Church, according to the zeal 
with which the gospel is preached are the fruits of the 
ministry ? Besides, what seems an evil may by a wise 
Providence be permitted, and more than permitted, to 
counteract a greater evil. Religious fervor, though ex- 
travagant, may be much preferable to coldness. Ignorant 
. enthusiasts are made instrumental in awakening many to 
righteousness, to rouse from their slumbers those ministers 
of Christ who are reposing upon their orthodoxy and cor- 
rectness ; to teach us that knowledge without zeal is more 
offensive to God than zeal without knowledge. If " the 
unlearned and unstable '' can by great efforts produce so 
much, still more fruit and better would be the effect of as 
great efforts guided by better knowledge and a more 
reasonable faith. 

And though various irregularities have attended these 
awakenings, they are not a necessary effect; and they 
must justly be attributed to the infirmities and the wicked- 
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ness of men, who often by perverting the best things make 
them the worst. They arise especially from the opposition 
which some make to the work ; and still more from the 
very injudicious efforts of many on such occasions to 
excite terror in those affected, and work their feelings up 
to enthusiasm. Would it not be better either to let them 
alone, hoping that if the tuork is of men, it will come to 
naught, or to conduct those who are awakened into the 
way of righteousness and peace ? In such seasons of gen- 
eral excitement there is less need of preaching the law, 
and setting before men " the terrors of the Lord : " they 
should rather be gently conducted to the arms of his 
mercy. There is then need to tell them, as Paul did the 
jailer, " Do thyself no harm.'' Teach them to hope with 
fear, and to rejoice with trembling ; to look upon God with 
penitence, unto Christ with faith, and upon all their fellow- 
sinners with charity and love. Then probably all would 
be convinced that the work is the Lord's, however marvel- 
lous in our eyes. 

In confirmation of this the present writer can bring an 
instance, which occurred within his own personal knowl- 
edge, in a town where were several religious societies of 
various denominations, one of which was Episcopal. There 
had never before been an extraordinary excitement in that 
place, nor was there at the time any such in the vicinity. 
No great or unusual efforts had been made to cause, or 
that might be supposed to cause, such excitement. The 
Episcopal minister had endeavored for many months to 
preach the doctrines of the cross with seriousness and 
fidelity. What he first noticed of any change in his con- 
gregation was an unusual seriousness ; and especially 
that, when dismissed, they left the church silent and 
thoughtful. Observing their increasing religious concern. 
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he began to meet with a few of them on one or two even- 
ings in the week, that he might converse with a number 
at once ; and before he had thought of such an event as a 
religious awakening, he found that about thirty of his con- 
gregation were deeply impressed with a concern for their 
spiritual state. Soon after that, the excitement became 
general in the town, and very remarkable. His parish was 
small, and he had but about forty communicants ; and yet, 
though great efforts were made by the other denominations 
to draw the converts to their respective communions, the 
result was, that one hundred were added to his commu- 
nion, and a large part of them to his congi*egation, being 
such as had before attended public worship at other places, 
or nowhere. These converts were not encouraged in rant- 
ing or raptures, but instructed in the " words of truth and 
soberness ; " and of course very few of them after fell 
away from their steadfastness. There were so many, who 
needed instruction, and to be prepared for baptism and 
confirmation, that it became necessary to collect a number 
of them together, chiefly in the evening. This was the 
origin of prayer-meetings in that parish ; and a few of the 
more pious members of the Church have found it profita- 
ble, to themselves at least, to continue the meetings to the 
present time. And whether it would not generally be 
wise in our clergy to pursue the like course, in seasons of 
like excitement, is submitted to their sei-ious consideration. 
It is also unhappily the fact that many of those who at 
these seasons are wrought upon, and seem to be converted, 
prove not to be steadfast Christians. But this is precisely 
what our Saviour has told us will be the effect of sowing 
the good seed. In some, it springs up quick, and after 
withers away. But we must also acknowledge that, 
among tho^e who come to the communion without pretend- 



Digitized by 



Google 



34 SOCIAL PBAYEB-HEETIKGS. 

ing to any conversion or change of heart, we find many 
who live to the world, and disgrace their profession. If, 
among ^hose who are suddenly converted, a larger propor- 
tion prove to be of those on skmy ground, it must with 
equal truth be acknowledged that, among those who com- 
mune without experiencing any change, there are more of 
those whom our Lord designates by the seed faUing among 
thorns. And these, it cannot be denied, injure and dis- 
grace religion not less than the others. And it should be 
further considered, that this evil also (of many falling 
away) is owing in no small measure to the improper efforts 
so often made to excite the passiops of those who are 
awakened. From our Lord's teaching, it is to be expected 
that the more the ** good seed '' is sown, and men are 
affected by it, the more will the enemy sow his tares. 

The coldness that usually follows religious excitements 
is the worst of their ill effects. This indeed is the real 
evil. The awakened state is that which ought to be con- 
stant. If what the Scriptures teach be true, how can we 
be too much concerned for the salvation of our souls? 
How can we be too anxious to obtain evidence of our 
being at peace with God, or too much engaged in working 
out our salvation ? 

One very striking evidence that the excitements under 
review are generally the work of God, is the remarkable 
and very interesting fact that those converted at such 
seasons embrace the most essential doctrines of Christian- 
ity ; they confess Christ in his true character, and reject 
whatever would make his cross of no effect. And who 
can say that these awakenings are not intended, by a wise 
and merciful God, to counteract and check the spread of 
the anti-Christian doctrines which have been so alarmingly 
prevalent in some of the Eastern States? This work (sup- 
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posing it to be of God) has encompassed this pernicious 
heresy, and hedged it in, setting bounds to its progress, 
and is now penetrating to its very heart. " When the 
enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him,*^ 

Is it not then unwise, to say the least, to oppose this 
work, and more so to condemn and revile it ? If, after due 
consideration, our sober and most candid judgment is 
unfavorable to these awakenings, the safer way is to let 
them alone. We cannot be too careful not to be found 
fighting against Ood ; not to frustrate the good which may 
be done; and especially not by ill-timed censures and 
opposition to drive serious and well-meaning people from 
our communion. 

But the inference most to our present purpose is, that 
the evils resulting from these revivals, though ever so 
many, and ever so great, do not prove the prayer-meetings 
to be improper or without use. They prove rather that 
such meetings are sometimes necessary to instruct those 
who are anxiously inquiring what they shall do to be sated, 
and to guide them in that way which we believe to bo 
most agreeable to the word and will of God. Among us 
the causes of these evils exist, if at all, in a much less 
degree ; in our meetings few irregularities, if any, are likely 
to take place. Instances, not a few, may easily be pro- 
duced of prayer-meetings (or evening lectures, as some 
choose to name them) which are held, and, in all human 
appearance, producing salutary eflfects ; and for v^hich the 
Lord be praised. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

COMPARATIVE IMPORTANCE OP PREACHING AND 
PRAYER. 

Some " object to the practice of lay-exhortation, and 
extempore prayer, as inconsistent with the principles of 
Churchmen, and dangerous, as experience has shown, in 
its tendency." Protestants deem it their privilege, and a 
very important privilege, to judge, each one for himself, 
what are the true doctrines of the gospel, as revealed in 
the holy Scriptures, and what men must do to be saved. 
With quite as much reason we deem it our privilege to 
judge for ourselves what are the principles of Churchmen, 
And if men differ, which they very much do, respecting 
what the Bible teaches, it may well be expected that they 
will not be in all points agreed about the sense and inten- 
tion of what is written in the Book of Common Prayer. 
There has been much complaint against one class or de- 
scription of Episcopalians, that they claim to be exclusively 
Evangelical; and if there are those who thus exalt them- 
selves, they merit censure ; but they are not more arro- 
gant nor more worthy of censure, than others, if such 
there be, who set themselves up as exclusively Churchmen, 
It is much easier, or certainly more natural, to see a mote 
in a brother's eye, than a beam in our own. 

Before we speak of lay-exhortation and extemporary 
prayer f it will be proper to say something of the compar- 
ative importance of preaching and prayer. It is thought 
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by many to be characteristic of true churchmanship to 
speak of the fonner as being much less important ; and 
(which renders it proper to be here considered) they who 
favor prayer-meetings are much accused of exalting the 
ordinance of preaching to the neglect or disparagement of 
prayer. And this, indeed, is reckoned among the evils 
resulting from the meetings, that their tendency is to this 
error : that they lead people to attach an undue impor- 
tance to preaching, and to exalt it above its just rank in 
the Christian system. Whether they who thus contend for 
prayer do in fact pray more than those whom they censure, 
or whether they who attend the meetings, as compared 
with those who oppose them, are deficient in the perform- 
ance of this very essential duty, it is not our present 
intention to judge, nor to make inquiry. That prayer is 
among the most important of a Christian's duties, — or 
rather that it is his inestimable privilege, — and that it is 
too much and too generally neglected, few Christians, if 
any, will doubt or deny. But to decide whether it be 
more or less important than preaching, is perhaps as diffi- 
cult as it is unnecessary: they are both indispensably 
necessary to Christianity. Without preaching, there would 
be no Christians ; without prayer, there can be none. It 
is indeed better to perform our duty than merely to know 
it ; but till we know it, how can it be performed ? We 
ought to be doers of the word, and not hearers only ; yet 
it does not follow that we should cease to be hearers ; we 
should rather take heed how and what we hear. Some are 
" ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of 
the truth ; " but the fault is iu their learning too UtUe rather 
than too m,uch. 

We often hear it said that men should attend Church for 
the prayers, rather than for the sermon ; and we are not 
4 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 SOCIAL PBAYEB-MEETIKGS. 

disposed to question its correctness : but we very much 
question the inference that they who have no ''hearty 
desire to pray " should not desire to hear sermons. We 
may justly say also that Christians should esteem mercy 
and love, and good works, as in themselves more impor- 
tant than attending public worship: in vain do we say 
Lord, Lord, if we do not the things which he commands. 
And yet, the more deficient any Christian finds himself in 
good living, the more frequently and earnestly ought he 
to pray. Both the superior excellence of good works, and 
the neglect of them, are reasons why we should not " for- 
sake the assembling of ourselves together." So is it bet- 
ter to be " doers of the word " than to be " hearers only ; '' 
but still, the better it is to be doers, the more necessary it 
is to be hearers. Prayer is too much neglected, and so is 
good living; but can either neglect be a reason why 
Christ's ministers should preach less ? It is an undoubted 
fact that great numbers of people flock together to hear 
sermons, who do not pray nor live as Christians ; many of 
whom make no profession of faith or of religion. But we 
must the rather for their irreligion and unbelief " call upon 
them to hear sermons ; " without which, what hope have we 
that they will ever pray, or be Christians ? " How shall 
they call on Him in whom they have not believed ? And 
how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not 
heard ? And how shall they hear without a preacher f " 
People no doubt should go to the Lord's house to honor 
him, rather than to gratify itching ears ; and pious Chris- 
tians do so : but the more there are who have not such 
piety, the more necessary it is that they hear sermons. 
With what reason can we expect them to delight in the 
privileges of a sanctuary, who do not with their hearts 
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believe unto righteousness ? Unless such go to hear ser- 
mons, they will not go at all. 

If Christian congregations (so called) were indeed all 
Christians, well informed in gospel truth, deeply pious, 
and sincerely devoted to God in a religious life, they would 
attend the Church as a house of prayer ; and to unite in the 
worship of God would be to them delightful. They who 
attend the prayer-meetings thus view and thus delight in 
God's holy worship ; — so much do they delight in social 
worship, that they wish to enjoy the pleasure oflener than 
one day in seven ; and when they do this peaceably, with- 
out molesting others, they think it somewhat hard to be 
condemned by their Christian brethren. But, however 
God's people delight in his sanctuary, it is evident, from 
what we read, and feel, and see, that the most sincere and 
pious Christians have, of all people, the greatest desire to 
hear the gospel preached, and the holy Scriptures read 
and explained. The more they "have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious," the more do they " desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that they may live and grow (hereby. '' 
The word of God is the spiritual manna ; the sustenance 
of that faith by which the just live — by which Christians 
'* grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ." This is our daily bread, which 
comeih down from heaven. Of this heavenly manna we 
cannot gather enough at one time to last for many days. 

Many of the objections made to preaching, as compared 
with prayer, seem to be founded on the supposition that 
our congregations consist of those who are sound and 
steadfast in the faith of Christ, and well instructed in the 
oracles of his word and the doctrines of his cross ; but in 
foot a part are worldly people and unbelievers. Others, 
though they may have been baptized, in heart and life are 
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unregenerate. And many of those " who profess and call 
themselves Christians " do not '' hold the faith in unity of 
spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life ; " 
they need scarcely less than unbelievers to "be led into 
the way of truth/' And how is this to be done ? The 
minister of Christ may indeed go "from house to house," 
and give private instruction, and this he ought " not to 
leave undone ; '' this way of teaching is indeed too much 
neglected. But to teach all suflBciently in this way is a 
labor which a clergyman, however faithful, cannot perform* 
And there are many hardened, irreligious people, who, 
though they frequently listen to public preaching, will not 
submit to private admonition. To these and to some other 
descriptions of people Christ's ministers have no access 
but in their public discourses. And, what is more than all 
else to our purpose, the Lord has appointed that sinners 
shall be converted, the ignorant instructed, and believers 
strengthened and confirmed, by the public teaching of his 
ministers. And much reason have we to adore his wise 
and good providence, which has so ordered that there is 
such a general disposition to hear sermons. It is some- 
thing gained, if for any purpose men will listen to the gos- 
pel message. While they continue to do this, there is 
some remaining hope that they may be profited by the 
word preached. Though they are yet hardened and impen- 
itent, the faithful minister of Christ -has, when they attend 
his preaching, the best opportunity to warn them to flee 
from the wrath to come. Who knows but he may be yet 
instrumental, through the mighty power of the Holy 
Ghost, of " convincing them of sin, of righteousness, and 
of judgment " ? If some part of the congregation are such 
as "hold the truth in unrighteousness," and disgrace their 
holy calling, here has the " ambassador of Christ " open 
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access to their consciences, without offending their pride ; 
here, with the best prospect of success, he may use every 
argument, and all manner of persuasion, to awaken them 
to righteousness. And suppose, what is too evidently the 
fact, that many hear preaching for the pleasure of hearing, 
without any serious desire or intention of being " doers of 
the word,'' what is to be done ? how is this evil to be rem- 
edied ? Some say, by omitting the sermon, or making it 
very short. But what, from reason, or Scripture, or expe- 
rience, or facts, is given, or can be given, to justify this as 
the wiser course ? We have prayer-meetings without ser- 
mons on our saints' days ; and we know, to our sorrow, 
that but few, even of those "who profess and call them- 
selves Christians," attend them. These few — and their 
number is generally very few — are comforted, no doubt, 
and strengthened, by uniting in prayer. But such as neg- 
lect prayer, and undervalue the privilege, are not present, 
and were they present they would not pray. And who 
can doubt but the most of those few who do attend the ser- 
vice on prayer-days would be more pleased and more edi- 
fied, if the minister, in addition to the other services, would 
give them " some word of exhortation," or other appropri- 
ate discourse, on the Scriptures which have been read, or 
on the doctrines of the cross, or on the duties of Christian 
life ? The most pious are most likely to hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, and to desire the bread of life ; they, 
more than others, enjoy the comforts, and feel the neecK 
and appreciate the value, of the word preached. And not 
only would those few be profited, but many more would 
attend, and be present to partake of the benefits, not only 
of the preaching, but of the worship. 

However great, then, or deplorable may be the evil 
complained of, — that men are hearers rather than doers 
4* 
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of the word ; that they had rather listen to sermons than 
lift their voice to God in prayer, — the evil consists not in 
hearing, but in the neglecting to profit. It is, if possible, 
a still greater evil that they had rather hear sermons than 
give to the poor, and do to others as they would have oth- 
ers do to them. And we say that for this and every like 
evil the best and most efiectual remedy which the God of 
mercy has put in our power is for the ministers of Christ 
to be more frequent, and more earnest, and every way 
more faithful, in their discourses and other teaching, both 
public and private. Preaching is the best antidote to all 
the evils of preaching. Even by speaking and vyriting 
against preaching, people virtually admit its importance, 
and show that it is needed. If what they speak and write 
were in a Christian spirit, uttered from the pulpit it would 
be still more effectual. The more Christians are deficient 
in prayer, or any other duty, the more they fall into sin, 
or coldness, or error, the more necessary it is, " in season 
and out of season, to reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
all long-suffering and doctrine." Whatever may be their 
fault or deficiency, they are more likely to be benefited 
and reformed by faithful preaching than by letting them 
alone. It is an ordinance of God, appointed for this noble 
and very important purpose ; for convincing men of sin, 
and instructing them in the faith of Christ, and the will 
of God. The ordinance we know is. and, from the corrup- 
tion of our nature and the enemies of our souls, it might 
be expected that it would be, perverted and abused. The 
sacred ministry, and other parts of Christianity, have been 
also abused ; and for all this abuse preaching is the best 
remedy. If people have wrong views of preaching, — if 
they attach undue importance to its ministration, — if they 
think, as some seem to do, that religion consists chiefly in 
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attending meetings and hearing sermons and exhortations, 
— still, nothing will be so likely as suitable sermons and 
exhortations to correct the error. If some are corrupted 
or led astray by artful or ignorant teachers, the pious, 
orthodox minister of Christ should be more engaged and 
more faithful, by his public discourses, on subjects well 
chosen, well timed, and well handled, to oppose false doc- 
trine, and reclaim those who are going astray, and conduct 
them in the way of truth and righteousness. 

The minister of Christ should certainly take heed to 
himself, as well as to his doctrine. He is to preach not 
himself, but Jesus Christ and him crucified. So far as he 
seeks his own glory, or is actuated by interested or 
worldly motives, he sins in preaching. But he who is 
" moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon him this office 
and ministration,'' and is "truly called, according to the 
will of our Lord Jesus Christ," to preach his gospel, need 
not fear that by faithful preaching, by truly proclaiming 
the doctrines of the cross, explaining the right sense of 
the Scriptures to the understanding of the people, and 
instructing them ever so much in the duties of Christian ^ 
life, he shall oflfend his Divine Master, however he may be 
censured or persecuted by men. Of such preaching, while 
people have reasonable leisure, and are willing to hear it, 
there cannot be too much. And, indeed, when people are 
willing and desirous to hear the word of God, it is not 
easy to perceive how his minister can, with a good con- 
science, refuse or neglect to preach it. 

From the above remarks we infer that, admitting the 
fact that the meetings, so offensive to some, do increase a 
desire to hear sermons, and do cause the gospel more and 
oftener to be preached, this is not an evil, but rather a 
good eff^ect. That the meetings cause any neglect of pub- 
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lie, or private, or family worship, or a low estimation of 
prayer, as compared with preaching, is not admitted. 
The contrary is rather evident. They are denominated 
not preaching, but ** prayer-meetings;'^ and he must be 
somewhat bold in assertion who will vienture to say that, 
generally speaking, they who attend them are not as 
constant, and devout, and earnest in prayer, as other 
Christians. 



CHAPTER V. 

OBJECTIONS FUBTHEB ANSWEB£D. 

Great efforts have recently been made, from the pulpit 
and from the press, to make it believed that prayer-meet- 
ings are generally the theatres in which spiritual pride, 
ambition, and ostentation, indulge their unhallowed aims. 
This is indeed hard judgment. In support of it we are 
still favored again and again with some remarks of Mr. 
Scott, who seems almost to have atoned for his Calvinism, 
and to have become an oracle among us, by mentioning 
some evils resulting from certain meetings within his own 
observation. Those, however, best acquainted with the 
writings and character of that faithful minister of Jesus 
Christ, and with prayer-meetings held by Episcopalians, 
will not a moment doubt that they would, were he living, 
and present with us, receive his most cordial approba- 
tion. 

But this is not material ; the opinions of a few individ- 
uals, however learned or pious, and whether against the 
meetings or in their favor, are of little consequence. The 
wisest and best men differ very much, and on points, too. 
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far more important than the present subject. The sense 
of this frailty should make us all more humble and more 
cautious in condemning others. Were the meetings in 
question as disorderly and pernicious as uncharitableness 
can represent them, still, in a religious view, and accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, the sin and the evils of rash judg- 
ment and censorious speaking are a hundred fold greater. 
But it is in a Christian's view a small thing to be judged 
of man's judgment ; it is with fear and trembling that he 
judges even himself. The fact, however, is remarkable, 
and may well encourage those who attend the meetings, 
that they have to contend only with human opinions, and 
the censures of men ; that nothing from the word of God, 
nor from the authority or standards of the Church, has 
been, and nothing, we feel confident, can be, alleged 
against them. Not, however, that we would exclude the 
opinions of men. If the general experience of pious Chris- 
tians has found the meetings productive of more evil than 
good, this would be good reason for their discontinuance. 
But the fact is far different. They who have attended the 
meetings are evidently the best judges of their effects, 
and they are almost unanimously of opinion that they gen- 
erally promote the love of God, the spirit of prayer, a 
decided faith in the doctrines of Christ crucified, and a 
conscientious observance of the ordinances of the Church. 
If it be admitted that the meetings are according to the' 
will of God, and that his Spirit will and does bless those 
who unite in fervent supplication, it must, according to 
the Scriptures, be expected that men will oppose them. 
They who cry earnestly to their Saviour for mercy and 
grace may be rebuked that they should hold their peace ; but 
in such case they will do well, like some in the gospel, to 
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" cry the more, Have mercy on us, Lord, thou Son of 
David/' 

As the meetings are so much and so severely con- 
demned, — as by some of our brethren we are still held up 
to public scorn, as proud, seditious, designing men, ene- 
mies of the Church, and disturbers of its peace, turning 
the world upside down, — it is, we humbly believe, fitting, 
and, should the Lord vouchsafe his blessing, it may be 
profitable, to continue this apology for those who attend 
them ; not, however, in the manner, nor, it is hoped, in 
the spirit of controversy, but with the claim of being 
heard in our own defence, with the hope that we may be 
judged according to the rule of Christian charity, and also 
that a candid, dispassionate view of the subject may tend 
to allay rather than to stir up contention, and may pro- 
mote what is at all times highly necessary, and at the 
present especially needed and desirable, peace in the 
Church and love among its members. The only way to 
this most desirable end is to follow that most excellent 
rule of charity so clearly and fully stated and commanded 
in the fourteenth chapter to the Eomans. We do not 
require those to attend the meetings who think them 
unprofitable ; nor have I ever known any to be censured 
for not attending them. Why, to use the recent language 
of one of our religious journals, are men " so unwilling to 
allow to others what they will, at the sword's point, assert 
for themselves ? When they are left free to perform their 
several duties to God, their neighbor, and themselves, in 
their own way, why is it that censures and upbraidings 
are poured with such unsparing hand upon us, who lay 
our claim also to that liberty wherewith Christ has made us 
freef^^ With many of us it would be better to judge 
ourselves more, and our neighbors less. It is said that we 
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are generally actuated by ambition ; and are they free 
from ambition and the love of power who pass this sen- 
tence ? ** Let him who is without sin cast the first 
stone '' I When we again solemnly, on our knees, in the 
presence of God, declare that we have " from time to time 
most grievously committed manifold sins and wickedness 
against his Divine Majesty, by thought, word, and deed," 
let us well consider whether we say it as hypocrites, or 
with a sincere conviction that we have done so wickedly. 
If we say it sincerely, are we the persons to judge the 
hearts and motives of our brethren, and to be extreme to 
mark what is in them amiss ? 

We may ftirther add that, whatever may be the good or 
evil resulting from the meetings, they have now become a 
subject of such general notoriety and interest, it is highly 
fitting that they should be fairly and candidly considered. 
The testimony of those who have experienced their effects 
should be patiently heard. Facts, and not opinions, should 
be examined, and general results should be duly esti- 
mated. All the evils said to result from the meetings are 
said also, and in a far greater degree, to result from Chris- 
tianity ; but it proves only that men are wicked, or at the 
best imperfect, and that no seed can be so pure but the 
enemy Will sow tares among it. Should the meetings be 
found, on just examination, to be productive of more evil 
than good, our General Convention may apply, what it so 
easily can do, the proper remedy for the evil. If the 
present writer is not deceived respecting his motives, 
what he chiefly seeks in this investigation is truth and 
peace ; and he deems it more than possible that he may 
have the honor and prosperity of our Church as much at 
heart as they who make more lofty pretensions, and claim 
to be exclusively its friends. Some of our brethren, who 
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are highly and justly respected, believe, I doubt not, that 
the ground which I take respecting the points discussed 
in these communications is injurious to the Church, and 
of course to true religion. I think the same of the 
ground which they take; and I blame no one for hon- 
estly expressing his sentiments, and inculcating what 
he believes to be the truth as it is in Jesus Christ. We 
may on both sides be zealous Churchmen ; but we cannot 
be truly Christians further than we exercise mutual for- 
bearance. If we cannot all be of one mind, we can at 
least be of one spirit. And, should it be thought that I 
manifest a partiality in favor of the meetings, let it be 
considered that for many years I have been acquainted 
with them, and carefully (I may well say with a jealous 
eye) have observed their effects, and have seen very little 
of evil resulting from them, and cannot with truth deny 
that they have been productive of much good. I was for- 
merly much prejudiced against such meetings, and ought 
to treat with more tenderness and charity those who are 
under the influence of the like prejudice. That evils may 
result, and in some places have resulted, from such meet- 
ings, no one denies. 

Every Christian should be aware that there is in our 
natures a pride which strongly inclines us to contemn and 
avoid that which is held or practised by those we dislike, 
or consider our rivals or opponents. We of the Episcopal 
Church have thought, and I fear not wholly without rea- 
son, that some usages which are profitable to edification, 
and conformable to the Scriptures, have, by some Chris- 
tians, been rejected and opposed because they are by us 
practised : such, for instance, as using the Lord's prayer, 
kneeling in our devotions, and reading the Scriptures in 
public ; and so £u: as the omissions have been from this 
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cause they cannot be too much condemned. But in us, 
who have seen and said so much of this evil, such pride 
would be still more sinful. If we censure what the Scrip- 
tures do not condemn, and experience has proved to be 
useful, because it is practised by those whom we oppose, 
or dislike, or wish to put doitm, out of our own mouth 
shall we be condemned. 

From a like corruption of our nature we are inclined to 
make ourselves — our own actions, and feelings, and prac- 
tice — the standard of orthodoxy and excellence. To 
worldly people, and to lukewarm Christians, much ardor 
and deep engagedness in religion is enthusiasm ; and any 
departure from that formal routine or religious service in 
which they walk is branded as irregularity. We have 
also a natural propensity to formalism. We adhere 
strongly to what has become habitual ; and this leads us 
to judge of religion too much from its exterior — to be con- 
tented with an habitual round of external rites, and to cen- 
sure any deviation from our beaten track. The dislike 
which some (we say not all) have to prayer-meetings 
seems to proceed chiefly from this cause. No Christians 
are less likely than Episcopalians to advocate or to sanc- 
tion needless chapge or innovation. In everything essen- 
tial they endeavor to search for the old paths, and to walk 
in them. But still the Church allows, what the Scriptures 
indeed require, that we so far conform to times and sea- . 
sons as to refrain from whatever will injure the cause 
of truth, and to do that which will best promote the 
Redeemer's kingdom. Changes in society and manners, 
improvements in literature and the arts, and revolutions in 
states and kingdoms, may render old usages inexpedient, 
and new ones profitable. It is not yet forty years since 
very considerable alterations were made in our Prayer- 
6 
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Book; and though the changes were then strongly 
opposed by many, who viewed them as the ruin of our 
Church, no one now doubts but the alterations were wise, 
and have been very useful. Hymns and oflBces have since 
that time been added ; and further alterations are by our 
General Convention proposed. And some of the ofiSces 
which the Prayer-Book contains are almost fallen into dis- 
use ; as the offices for Visiting the Sick, for the Church- 
ing of Women, and a part of that for Private Baptism. 
And some new usages, called for by the exigence, and 
already adopted by the wisdom of the present age, have 
been much blessed, and very useful ; such as Bible Asso- 
ciations, Tract Societies, Bible Classes, Sunday Schools. 
And to the number (in the opinion of thousands of pious 
Christians) may justly be added Meetings for Social Prayer 
and JReUgious Conference. 

Another error to which we are naturally prone, and 
which in every age has been very injurious to true relig- 
ion, is neglecting weightier matters, through attention to 
things of minor importance. When we consider what 
wickedness and infidelity everywhere prevail ; what doc- 
trines, subversive of the most essential principles of 
Christ's religion, and making his cross of no effect, 
proudly lift their head, and boast of daily success ; when 
the love of so many is cold ; and when self-righteousness, 
and self-will, and contention, and love of the world, so 
much predominate among those who profess to be the dis- 
ciples of the holy and humble Jesus, we might expect that 
the gospel preacher would find sins and errors against 
which to raise his warning voice, and to thunder out his 
denunciations, more detestable and more alarming than 
revivals of religion and meetings for social prayer. It is 
also worthy of some consideration that so far as on the 
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one hand these exercises meet with great opposition from 
worldly people, and on the other there are great efforts 
of the adversary to render them yistrumental of evil, they 
have evidence of being agreeable to God's will ; for such 
opposition and such abuse will in every age be made to 
frustrate the effects of gospel truth. And it is worthy the 
serious inquiry of us all whether we ought not to oppose 
the evil only, and let the good remain. The evil ought 
fairly to be exposed, and decidedly condemned ; but truth 
forbids that we should either magnify the evil or conceal 
the good ; and charity forbids that we should ascribe the 
conduct of men to evil when it may as fairly be ascribed 
to good intentions. Truth also requires us to admit, and 
candor to state, that there are facts, of more weight than 
a thousand opinions, which show that the blessing of God 
is with those who favor such meetings and revivals. They 
generally hold to the most distinguishing articles of the 
Christian faith ; their churches and their members increase, 
and are rapidly multiplied ; they evince great piety and 
devotion to God, and the most disinterested zeal for the 
propagation of the gospel. Freely do they give their 
money and devote their lives to the service of Christ. 
They do not, with a narrow, unchristian policy, limit their 
bounty nor confine their zeal to their (yvon parish, or state, 
or country. They know and feel that all souls are equally 
precious ; that it is the will of our Divine Master that his 
gospel should be preached to every creature ; that the 
knowledge of his truth should be extended more and more 
among the nations of the earth, till all the ends of the 
world have seen the salvation of our God. 

Those who are thus devoted to the honor of God and 
the best good of mankind, who use all means and efforts 
in their power to build up the Redeemer's kingdom, God 
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does bless, and will bless, though the world should oppose 
them, and though in some points they are, as we believe, 
mistaken and erroneous.* The efforts of those still more 
sound in faith, and apostolic in discipline, would, we may 
believe, be still more blessed and prospered. Had we the 
zeal and devotedness of some other denominations, the 
Episcopal Church, we doubt not, would soon rise in numbers 
above every other sect. It is to be wished that we were 
more and better disposed not only to imitate their pious zeal 
and labor of love, but also to bless God for the good they 
do. If St. Paul rejoiced in the good done even by those 
who preached with evil intention, well may we rejoice and 
praise God that thousands, and tens of thousands, are 
yearly awakened to righteousness, and that the everlasting 
gospel is spread to the remotest regions, by those who are 
evidently actuated by the best motives, and hold in com- 
mon with us the grand essentials of the Christian faith. 
Dare we a£Qrm that means and efforts which produce such 
fruits are only from human wickedness and error, or from 
the instigation of the devil ? Suppose they are in some 
things erroneous, how shall we evince to the world, or to 
our own conscience, that we have a better faith, but by 
bringing forth more and better fruits ? A Christian can- 
not be too cautious how he judges another man's servant, 
violates the rule of charity, and is found fighting against 
God. 

There is still another and great evil, which, from the 
depravity of our nature, easily besets us, which is exalt- 
ing above the due limits of their authority (he command- 
ments of men. The Jews in our Saviour's time had fallen 
into the same error. By Christians generally in the dark 
ages, and by very many at the present day, the rites and 
ordinances which rest only on the authority or usages of the 
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Church, and on human tradition, are apparently as highly 
esteemed, and they are certainly contended for with more 
interest and zeal than the precepts of the Bible, and the 
weightier matters of morality and religion. What God 
has ordained is ever to be observed, and steadfastly from 
age to age maintained without change or innovation. But 
the same cannot with truth be said of the command- 
ments of men. The ordinances of the Church, or what is 
done by human authority, should ever be accommodated 
to the existing state of society, and to the spiritual wants 
of mankind. What in religion is suited to all ages of the 
world, and to all sorts and conditions of men, the Lord has 
himself appointed ; other things are left to be regulated 
and varied as the world chsmges and circumstances 
require. What the rulers of the Church direct, if not con- 
trary to the word of God (as was the case before the Refor- 
mation), is to be conscientiously regarded. And where 
the Church does not interfere, nor prescribe rules of con- 
duct, the bishop in his diocese, the pastor in his parish, 
and individual Christians in their respective ranks, and 
offices, and stations, are left to act according to their wis- 
dom and discretion. And this liberty, as many believe, 
they rightly use in the case of the meetings for prayer and 
religious conversation. 

But as there are some who, bywextending the precepts of 
the Bible beyond the intention of the divine law, become 
"overmuch righteous,'' so, by a like extension of ecclesi- 
astical authority, we may be overmuch Churchmen; and 
that some among us should be overmuch Episcopal is at 
least very natural. Should our Convention prescribe rules 
respecting social prayer. Episcopalians would feel them- 
selves bound to observe them, but not to think them of 
equal authority with the canon of Scripture. It is of vast 
6* 
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importance to the purity of religion^ and the unity of the 
Church, that Christians carefully distinguish between what 
is of divine, and what but of human authority. This is 
the foundation of Protestantism, or, in other words, of 
true Christianity: that the Bible is our creed and only 
rule of faith and practice; " that whatsoever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required 
of any man that it should be believed as an article of 
faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation." 
And wisely does the Church lay her ministers under the 
most solemn obligation "to teach nothing as necessary to 
salvation but that which they shall be persuaded may be 
concluded and proved by the Scriptures.'' The cry of 
"The Temple of the Lord," or "The Church, The 
Church," has been for many ages continued ; but every 
Christian, whose heart by a sound and saving faith has 
been renewed, knows that the Church cannot be in peril 
while her children adhere to this her sure foundation. 
And though many may set themselves forward as infallible 
interpreters of God's word. Christians, still more now than 
when taught by inspired apostles, should, like the loise 
Bereans, search the Scriptures, and for themselves ascer- 
tain what is truly written. Every ordinance of man is for 
the Lord's sake to be respected ; but no human authority, 
not that of the Church, may be set in competition with 
the sure word of God. The Christian religion has suffered 
much more from the extension and abuse of ecclesiastical 
authority, than from all other enemies to evangelical truth. 
"The opinions (says the excellent Mr. Samuel Ogden, in 
his sermon on Jude 3) which we owe to prepossession, 
we support and patronize with a temper as different from 
that earnestness enjoined by the apostle as are the tenets, 
possibly, for which we contend, from (he faith which was 
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once delivered to ffie saints. This spirit steals upon us 
sometimes almost imperceptibly, and we are in the midst 
OT at (he head of a faction before we are ourselves aware 
of it. We know not on either side what we are doing ; 
but we perceive that (he distance vridens, and charity and 
union are become impracticable. We cast the blame 
always on our adversaries, and impute to (hem the division 
that is so detrimental to us both. We observe not the 
motion of our own vessel, but the shore flies ifrom us. 
Sometimes we enter into these factious contests out of 
regard, as we fancy, to religion and truth. The cloak of 
zeal is thrown over, and it covers even from our own 
eyes — often indeed from them only — avarice, ambition, 
vanity, or resentment. When we are moved to go out in 
our armor in the cause of faith, we should be sure that it 
is indeed the very faith which was once delivered to the 
saints — no innovation introduced in later days by the 
authority or artifice of men. 

** It would be advisable, too, that our zeal should abate, 
as the articles of our belief are multiplied. Deductions in 
divinity are dangerous. We shall do well to keep 1h£ 
form of sound words, but may be more moderate in our 
concern for very ingenious explications of them. Our 
short-lived sophistry is but ill-suited to that word of God 
which liveih and. aindeth forever. The truths of religion 
need no ornaments of ours ; they will receive none ; they 
are defiled by decorations. Ihou shall build the altar of the 
Lord thy Ood of whole stones: thou shall not build it of hewn 
stone ; for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted 
it. If it be the obscure, the minute, the ceremonial part 
of religion for which we are contending, though the tri- 
umph be empty, (he dispute is dangerous. Like the men of 
Ai, wo pursue perhaps some little party that flies before us, 
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and are eager that not a straggler may escape ; but, when 
we look behmd, our city is inflames. On the other hand, 
but for the same reasons, as we should not be forward and 
urgent in imposing the profession of such articles, or the 
use of such ceremonies, as are not, or are not plainly, 
essential to religion, so, if unreasonable men loiU lay them 
upon us, we will do all we can to content them; we 
will refuse no burthen for the sake of peace. It is a poor 
argument, that is so often brought by ihe disturbers of 
order, that we are obliged to bear our testimony, as their 
phrase is, against encroachments. We do it best by dif- 
fering as far as possible from the spirit of those who make 
them ; by not following their bad example, nor accepting 
their challenge to quarrel about little matters ; by showing 
that we value peace more than they do." 

Much more might be quoted &om the same discourse, 
unhappily too applicable to the present state of our Church. 
Its best friends will be they who imbibe the spirit by which 
this discourse was dictated, and follow the counsel which 
it gives. Such spirit and such counsel are recommended 
to those who attend the meetings in question ; to bear re- 
proach with Christian meekness, and to " follow after the 
things which make for peace." Let those rule who love 
power ; a Christian spirit is best shown by patient suffering 
and cheerful submission. Man can do no more than kill the 
body, and happily in this country not quite so much. 
Having done what we conscientiously believe is most likely 
to honor our Divine Master, to promote the best interest 
of his Church, and to save ourselves and others, we may 
well leave the event with God. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

L A Y-E XHOBTATION. 

One of the most ifrequent objections to the meetings for 
social prayer and religious conference is that in them lay- 
men usurp the clerical office. This is often affirmed with 
the like confidence and like truth- as others persist in 
accusing us of worshipping three Gods'. This objection, 
to those who attend the meetings, may well be an encour- 
agement, fbr they know it to be unfounded ; and it is a 
further proof how difficult it is to find anything truly ob- 
jectionable. To deny to laymen the privilege of praying 
and singing together ; of conversing on the subject of their 
hopes in Christ, and their duty as Christians ; of endeavor- 
ing to persuade the wicked to turn to God, and of exhort- 
ing one another to steadfastness and perseverance, would 
be (were it in our power) much worse than absurd ; it 
would be ungodly persecution. 

That a layman may lead in social prayer is, according to 
the principles of Christianity, and the religion of the Bible, 
so evident and incontrovertible, that to set about proving 
it by argument seems like lighting a candle to see the sun. 
I can see no reason or objection against it which merits 
serious consideration. It is not merely their privilege, but 
in many cases, and on many occasions, it is the duty of lay- 
men to pray together, and they would sin in neglecting it. 
Whether they ought or ought not to use the Prayer-Book 
will, if the Lord permit, hereafter be considered. This is 
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a distinct point, and no little confusion has been the con- 
sequence of blending it with others. The present question 
is, whether a layman may, according to the holy Scrip- 
tures, and the standards of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, lead in social prayer. What text of Scripture, 
we may well ask, or what canon or other rule of the 
Church, is there, which forbids it ? Or, we may appeal to 
the practice and to the understanding of Christians gen- 
erally. Churchmen not excepted. 

Suppose a man in his family; — may he not pray with 
them ? He would not live as a Christian, did he neglect 
it. Should it be said that his being the head of the family 
gives him this right, we say that another layman, who is 
not the head, who is an inmate, or but a visitor, may, and 
in many cases oiight to do it. If it be said, further, that a 
family is a small community ; we reply, not necessarily, 
nor always. There may be, including slaves and domes- 
tics, inmates and visitors, a hundred, which is a larger 
number than usually attend the prayer-meetings; and 
were there several hundreds, still one of them ought, 
morning and evening, to lead their devotions in prayer. 
Should it be still . further urged that a family, however 
large, differs in some respects from a social meeting, — 
though we think the difference not material as it regards 
this question, — we will suppose a dining party of three or 
four hundred (no very uncommon case), a number larger 
than most of our congregations ; it will still, by i^ll pious 
Christians, be allowed that one of them should lead in 
prayer ; nor would any one be so absurd as to accuse him 
of usurping the ministerial office. But we will go yet fur- 
ther, and suppose a thousand people assembled in a Church, 
and on the Lord's day, and for the express purpose of pub- 
lic worship, should their clergyman be absent, or though 



Digitized by 



Google 



SOCIAL PRAYEB-MEETIN6S. 59 

present be unwell, very few will deny that, in such case, 
it is more suitable that a layman should pray than 
that the congregation should disperse without prayer. 
And this we know well is agreeable to very common usage 
in our Church. Laymen frequently pray in our public 
congregations, and in the same place as an ordained min- 
ister — some licensed and others not. This has been for 
many years the practice in our Churches, and, so far as I 
know, generally approved. Some of our vacant parishes 
have, in all human appearance, been kept alive by what is 
called lay-reading, which it is hoped no Episcopalian will 
deny to be lekj-praying. And, without further remarks on 
this point, we shall suppose it sufficiently evident that the 
&ct of laymen sometimes leading in social prayer is no 
proof of their usurping the clerical office, nor any just 
ground of objection against the meetings. 

We proceed to the question of lay-^xhortaMon, which, if 
we might judge from what has frequently been published, 
is viewed by some as one of the greatest and most danger- 
ous evils which prevail in our country. That what I have 
to say OB this head will be satisfactory to those who are 
so exceedingly opposed to these meetings^ or will by many 
of them be read, there is little reason to expect. But to the 
satisfaction of far the greater part of pious Christians, and, 
we believe, to all who are willing to be so convinced, it 
may easily be made to appear that laymen have a right 
to converse with and exhort each other on the subject 
of religion. 

The word preach, or preacMng, is of such extensive and 
comprehensive meaning, that, in respect to the present 
question, no definition would be satisfactory to all; and we 
may as well hope to silence an echo with strength of voice, 
as to convince men by disputes on the subject. But we 
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appeal to the honest principles and common sense of 
mankind. If a parent teach his children the doctrines of 
Christy and the duties of a Christian ; if the master of a 
school explain the Catechism ; if a man, with serious con- 
cern, speak to a company of people, on whatever occasion 
assembled, on the importance of attending to the concerns 
of their souls ; or should he exhort a number of Christians 
to be zealous and faithful, — all this may in some sense be 
called preacliing ; as may also reading the Scriptures in 
public. In the apostles' days it was said, '' Moses of old 
time hath in every city them that preach him, being read 
in the synagogue every Sabbath day." But in none of 
these cases would there be any usurpation of the clerical 
office. They who speak in prayer-meetings are conscious 
to themselves that they have no such intention ; they have 
no reason to believe that they violate any law of God or 
man ; and they have every reason to hope and trust that, 
notwithstanding all the evils which the arts of Satan and 
the frailty of man have introduced, the Lord has, generally 
speaking, blessed the meetings, and made them instru- 
mental of much good. Others, we know, think very differ- 
ently. There are some, we have reason to fear even 
communicants, who neither exhort others to piety, nor 
teach their children to be religious, nor pray with their 
families. Such are generally opposed to the prayer- 
meetings. 

It is, we know, an easy thing to say, and to persist in 
saying, that they who speak in the meetings usurp the 
ministerial office ; nor, as was said, can we hope to give 
such definition of preaching as will satisfy all our breth- 
ren. We plead, and we are sure that we have the author- 
ity of God's word in pleading for mutual forbearance, that 
in such questions of expediency each may, without being 
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censured or uncharitably judged, being persuaded in hia 
own mindf follow what he conscientiously believes to be 
most conducive to the glory of God, the prosperity of the 
Church, and to the salvation of himself and his fellow-men. 
But this plea, we have learned from painful experience, is 
unavailing. We, therefore, appeal to the common sense of 
all who will give us a patient, candid hearing, whether it 
be not generally understood, by Christians and by other 
men, that what constitutes usurping the clerical office is 
a man's assuming the manner and character of a clergy- 
man, and performing those offices which are distinctive of 
an authorized minister of Christ ? Such is evidently the 
understanding of our Church, when she forbids laymen, in 
performing divine service in the congregation, to go into 
a pulpit, and to wear a clerical dress. And this not 
because the pulpit is more sacred than the desk, — for, if 
there be any difference, it is less so, — but because the pul- 
pit is designed particularly for preaching ; and forbidding 
laymen to preach from it reminds the people that they are 
not commissioned to preach, and teaches them to make 
due distinction between candidates and ordained minis- 
ters. And the canon which contains this prohibition, and 
which has been but a few years in operation, has had an 
evident and salutary effect. And yet, this precaution not- 
withstanding, it is a fact that our candidates, who officiate 
as such in parishes, are sometimes treated and spoken of 
as ministers of Christ. But the like we have never known 
in consequence of laymen speaking in these meetings. 
Suppose (what is a case too common) that a clergyman in 
orders delivers before a congregation a sermon written by 
another person ; still it is allowed to be preaching, because 
he adopts it as his own, and delivers it in the character of 
one having authority to preach. But let a layman read 
• 6 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 SOCIAL PBAYEB-HEETIKQS. 

the same discourse, and before the same congregation, and 
though he read it better, and with more good effect upon 
the hearers, yet it is not understood to be preaching, nor 
usurping the clerical office. And why not? Evidently 
because he has not, and does not pretend to have, authority 
to preach ; and he disclaims all pretensions to the clerical 
character. And they who speak in the prayer-meetings 
are still further, if further can be, from making any such 
pretensions. They disclaim all such pretensions. Were 
the meetings held in a Church, or a public consecrated 
place, scarce one of them would be willing to open his 
lips. We might, were it necessary, show that what lay- 
men speak in these meetings would not, eyen from the lips 
of a clergyman, be meant by him, nor be received by those 
who should be present, as preaching ; but rather as serious 
advice, religious conversation, or, at most, as exhortation. 
And there are, we hope, but very few Christians who 
believe this to be exclusively the duty of the clergy. Low, 
indeed, will be the state of religion where they only exhort 
to godliness. It would be sufficient to observe that the 
meetings are not, by those who attend them, considered 
as occasions for preaching, or for public worship ; but, on 
the contrary, as private or more retired meetings for social 
prayer and mutual edification. And this being their view 
and intention, such, in the sight of God, the meetings 
truly are, whatever their opponents may persist in saying 
to the contrary. If we were accustomed to judge our- 
selves more, and our neighbors less, we should better pro- 
mote the good of the Church, and our own and others' 
salvation. 

It may be further said, in behalf of those who attend 
tiiese meetings, tliat they are always desirous that a min- 
ister in orders should meet with them, and should lead 
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and direct in all their exercises. In such case more attend 
the meetings, and express and doubtless feel more satis- 
faction. No Christians manifest more love and respect for 
their ministers than they, nor more willingness to be 
guided in all things by their counsel. The best friends 
and supporters of the clergy are not they who talk most, 
and write most, of the power, and prerogatives, and divine 
authority, of the priesthood ; but rather they whose actions 
show respect, who conscientiously attend upon all their 
ministrations, receive meekly the word of God from their 
mouth, and love them because they are the ministers of 
Christ. 

We should also do well to consider that to be " over- 
much righteous" — to be very scrupulous and rigid in 
small things — is offensive rather than pleasing to our 
Divine Master, as on many occasions he plainly manifested. 
By the Pharisees he was continually censured for not ob- 
serving more strictly the commandments of men, the rules, 
and usages, and traditions, of their scribes and elders, in 
things not essential. What was then the effect of undue 
regard to such human ordinances, will generally be the 
consequence — a neglect of things more weighty and essen- 
tial. And we are not always sufficiently aware, in avoid- 
ing one extreme, how naturally we are drawn, and how 
often we are carried, to its opposite. Our Saviour, Christ, 
has given us very striking lessons and many on the sub- 
ject of forbearance and charity. He even disapproved 
the zeal of his disciples in forbidding one to cast out 
devils in Christ's name, because he walked not with them. 
And we should all do well to remember that they who are 
not against Christ are for him, and that while we think 
tiiat we are doing him service, we may be fighting against 
him. Let not our zeal for ** the temple of the Lord" be 
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such as to verify the proverb, " The nearer the Church, 
the further from God." The very best evidence of our 
being Christ's is our loving those who love him. " By 
this we know that we have passed from death unto life." 
Our belonging to an orthodox Church will increase our 
sin and our peril, if we have not that spirit which was in 
Christ ; and we had much better maintain error in an hon- 
est and good heart, than to '' hold the truth in unright- 
eousness " and bigotry. 

We of the Episcopal Church certainly are in much 
more danger of neglecting than of overdoing the apos- 
tolic command to "exhort one another daily; "and for 
one who is " hot " among us, we may well fear that there 
are a hundred who are " lukewarm." And let it also be 
remembered that our zeal for our own sect, or party, or 
Church, as distinguished from others, or for any human 
institutions, is no certain evidence of our zeal for Christ, 
or for the salvation of men. 

Christians in the days of the apostles, so far as we can 
judge, did not discover any unfitness in lay-exhortation. 
They r^oiced, and were determined that they would re- 
joice, that Christ was preached by any persons, we may 
almost say from any motive, " even of contention." We 
are told of ApoUos (not that he preached, indeed, but) 
that he was mighty in the Scriptures ; that he ^ake and 
taught diligently the things of the Lord, and taught them 
boldly in the synagogue ; and that he was " fervent in 
spint," — probably what some would call an enthusiast; 
and all this at a time when he knew the way 'of God but 
imperfectly, and no baptism but that of John. When but 
a layman, and scarcely in outward profession a Christian, 
his teaching the gospel was of the Lord blessed, and by 
the brethren approved. He was better instructed in the 
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way of God, and perhaps baptized, but probably not 
ordained, when soon after " he helped them much which 
had believed through grace ; for he mightily convinced 
the Jews, and that publicly, showing by the Scriptures 
that Jesus was Christ.'^ The holy Scriptures are our only 
guide, and we must take them as they are, without pre- 
tending to be wise beyond what they teach. 

The Corinthian Christians are highly commended of St. 
Paul, as being enriched by Christ in everything; in all 
utterance and all knowledge ; so that they came behind in no 
gift, waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. And 
yet for several disorders they are much blamed. In their 
love feasts they were faulty far beyond anything that can 
justly be said of our prayer-meetings. And yet the feasts 
were not by St. Paul condemned, nor commanded to be 
discontinued, but the abuses to be reformed. In the 14th 
chapter of the first Epistle to the Corinthians it appears 
that they had meetings similar in some respects to ours at 
present, and in them such disorders actually existed as 
are (falsely we fully believe) charged upon us. And yet 
there is not the least intimation that Christians did wrong 
in attending those meetings, nor that they ought to be dis- 
continued ; but only that the abuses ought to be reformed, 
that all things should be done to edifying , decently, and in 
good order. And were the apostle now alive, and such 
irregularities did with us exist, similar, no doubt, would 
be his direction. And, it may be worth the reflection of 
those who now so wholly condemn our meetings, whether 
by following this " wisdom from above, which is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated ; full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy,'' 
— whether by doing all in their power to have those meet- 
ings 80 conducted that all things shall be edifying, they 
6* 
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will not do God better service than by such unqualified 
censures and opposition. When Satan succeeds in dis- 
crediting and causing to be abandoned powerful means 
and great efforts to pull down his kingdom, he is most 
successful. In our Church (including England) is a large 
and very powerful body, among whom are many bishops, 
who think (sincerely no doubt) that Bible Societies are 
even worse than prayer-meetings, and of the most danger- 
ous tendency. But we trust that the adversary will never 
succeed in putting these down. 

Another of the heavy charges against the meetings is 
that they who attend them are actuated by ambUion and 
worldly motives, and by the part they take in them are 
rendered vain. How they who say this know our hearts, 
or what authority, or rather what excuse, they have for 
thus impeaching our motives, we shall not inquire. It will 
be well for us all to remember who has said, " Judge not, 
that ye be not judged.'' That selfishness, and vanity, and 
worldly affections, are among the sins which most easily 
beset us, no Christian will doubt, and that they often are 
mingled with the motives of good men, there is too much 
reason to fear. But if this be a reason why laymen should 
not speak or pray in these social meetings, it must be a 
far more weighty reason why they should not be permitted 
to officiate in a church, before a public congregation. It 
will also prove that no young men should be ordained to 
the sacred ministry. From the manner of some in the 
desk and pulpit, and from the airs of importance which 
they assume, charity itself must fear that they are much 
influenced by the love of fame and admiration ; that in the 
public display of their persons and talents, and the sup- 
posed honor of their sacred office, they are elated with 
vanity, and that they follow anything rather than the 
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meekness and humility of their Divine Master. He who 
thus appears as the accredited ambassador of Jesus 
Christ, and as such is regarded and honored and caressed 
by hundreds of his fellow-men, and is admitted into the 
highest ranks of society, has a temptation to vanity, and 
to all sins of a like nature tenfold more powerful than he 
who speaks before a few, plain, humble Christians in a 
private conference. 

We have no design or wish to conceal or to palliate the 
evil in either case ; it is a deplorable weakness of our 
nature, which cannot be too much exposed and condemned. 
But it is in no degree peculiar to the poor or illiterate, 
though in those it may appear more despicable. It is a 
prominent fault of our fallen nature ; a universal passion, 
which is increased rather than removed by human learn- 
ing. It is strongest in men of brilliant parts and splendid 
attainments. It is subdued by grace ; and the poor and 
unlearned are quite as likely to be humbled by penitence 
and the operation of God's Spirit, as the vxise, and mighty, 
and noble. This objection, therefore, proves nothing 
against the meetings, more than against almost everything 
good. Our best deeds may be performed from motives of 
vanity. Our Lord has shown how much men are actuated 
by this evil motive in giving alms, and doing works of 
mercy ; but this is no good reason why any one should 
give less ; nor can it be admitted as an excuse for not 
giving. This objection, however, adds to the proof of one 
thing: it shows that good reasons, that solid objections 
against the meetings are not to be found. Reasoning 
against good things from those evils which ought to be 
attributed to the corruption of our common nature, all 
know to be as unjust as it is common. And yet it will 
have its effect. By this false reasoning has religion in all 
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its parts exceedingly suffered, and our Church especially. 
With feelings of shame we know, for instance, how much 
has been said, and too truly said, to the disparagement 
of observing Christmas, and of administering confirmation. 



- Pndet haec opprobria nobis. 



Et potoisse dici, et non potuisse reftUL" 

But happily Christians (Protestants certainly) are daily 
becoming more sensible of the distinction between things 
good and the abuse of them ; and usages, which heretofore 
have been too hastily condemned, are obtaining just ap- 
probation. And still more reason have we to rejoice and 
bless God that, as we have good reason to believe, among 
the truly pious, bigotry, sectarism, the spirit of persecu-* 
tion, and all uncharitableness, are declining, and giving 
place to that spirit of candor, meekness, and love, which 
is chiefly characteristic of the religion of Christ, and by 
which we are kn<mn to be his disdplea. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

EXTEMPORE PBAYER. 

I VENTURE to crave your further indulgence, though 
there is much reason to fear that your readers are weary 
of this tedious discussion, which is already extended to a 
length much beyond what was at first apprehended. I 
can only say, by way of apology, that the topics which 
fall within the plan proposed are many, and the most of 
them, by the present state of our Church, rendered highly 
important ; and that, having engaged in what we deem 
the defence of truth, justice to the cause requires it to be 
finished. 

Among the heavy charges against the meetings in ques- 
tion, one is, that extemporary prayer is sometimes used, 
and in consequence our Liturgy less esteemed. My own 
experience and observation confirm me in the belief that 
the effect is the contrary ; that, generally, they who are 
accustomed to both, prefer our forms to extemporary 
prayer, especially on the occasions for which the forms are 
intended. Are we then to secure the attachment of our 
people to the Liturgy by keeping them in ignorance of the 
superior excellence of the extemporary way? Such 
management would not accord with the principles of our 
Church ; and such apprehension the true lovers of the 
Liturgy will disclaim. They who fear that occasionally 
praying without the Prayer-Book will lessen our esteem 
for it, compliment it much the same as they do the Church, 
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who maintain that it will be injured by reading the Bible 
without the Prayer-Book. The Church is infinitely more 
in danger from her members leaving the firm Pro.testant 
ground on which she has taken her noble stand, and lean- 
ing to Catholic principles, falsely so called. 

It is further said that praying extempore is a violation 
of the rules of the Church ; but what rules we are not 
told, nor can we discover. The Liturgy is appointed for 
the public worship of the Church ; but they who attend 
the conference-meetings do not intend or view them as 
occasions of public worship. If they did so view them, 
they would hold them in the house devoted to that pur- 
pose. The fact, indeed, is, that the Prayer-Book is much 
used in the meetings ; but whether with the greatest pro- 
priety may well be questioned. The principal complaint 
is that laymen presume to pray extempore, and to this the 
present remarks will be chiefly confined* 

That our Church has been so absurd as to forbid any one 
to pray extempore, or that she has declared it to be sinful 
or improper, very few, we might hope, will pretend. If 
such were her view, nothing hinders that she should 
declare it. 

That laymen may and ought to pray, we have formerly 
shown ; and so far is it from being a fact that the Church 
commands them to use the Liturgy, she does not (except- 
ing the case of those who are licensed) expressly even 
permit them to use it. The thirty-fourth canon speaks of 
" ministers '' only, and does not require laymen to use the 
Liturgy ; and they who are disposed to be rigid or super- 
stitious might, with better show of reason, question 
whether any layman, if not especially licensed, may use 
those prayers which the rubrics declare shall be used by 
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the minister ; for this would be more like an intrusion into 
the ministerial office, and a literal violation of our rules. 

It is a question of much more importance, and of more 
difficulty, how far it is proper and expedient to use the 
Liturgy on occasions for which it was never intended. It 
is a &ct well known that it has been much disgraced, and 
rendered contemptible in the public view, by the awkward- 
ness of using it on particular occasions to which it is not 
adapted, and for vdiich it was never designed. Were the 
Prayer-Book used only according to the intentions of the 
Church in setting it forth, it would ever appear in its true 
dignity and excellence. The objection which men of good 
sense have chiefly urged against our Liturgy is its unsuit- 
ableness for occasions on which it is sometimes used ; an 
objection for which not the Church, but its mistaken 
friends, are answerable. On this ground too, in a great 
degree, if not chiefly, rests the popular prejudice against 
forms of prayer. Did we use the forms we have according 
to their intention only, and provide a sufficient number 
and variety of others for particular purposes and occa- 
sions, leaving it (as the Church indeed does wisely leave 
it) with the clergy, at their own discretion, to adapt 
prayers to extraordinary occasions, liturgies would be 
more generally esteemed, the people more edified, and the 
Church increased. The Church does not pretend to have 
provided prayers for all circumstances, but the contrary. 
She supposes that the bishop, as is his duty, will, at his 
discretion, set forth forms as exigencies require ; and when 
thus set forth, they are, in his diocese, of the same author- 
ity as the Prayer-Book. Our Convention, by authorizing 
this, admits, what every one knows^ that the Book of 
Common Prayer is not designed nor suitable for all par- 
ticular cases. And if the bishops neglect this duty, 
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which they almost wholly do, ministers and their people 
must, on some very important occasions, neglect to pray ; 
or they mast use prayers not appropriate ; or they must, 
according to the wisdom given them, prepare something 
that is suitable. And which of them they ought to do, 
the best friends of the Church and the most pious Chris- 
tians will be generally agreed. Small is comparatively 
the number who will be so absurd as to maintain that, 
because the Church has prescribed prayers to be used on 
common and some particular occasions, we are to pray 
on no other occasions, or to use no other prayers. 

It is often said, by those who it seems " are become 
judges of evil thoughts/' that men pray extempore from 
the vain belief that they can make better prayers than the 
Church has prescribed ; which, so far as it is meant to be 
applied to those who attend our prayer-meetings, we 
believe to be as unjust as it is uncharitable. They may 
as well say that, because we do not use the Lord's prayer 
at our meals, we think to pray better. Very few, if any, 
of our clergy, in praying with the sick, use the Prayer- 
Book, though it has an office set forth for that particular 
purpose, and ordered to be used as positively as any part 
of the Liturgy. Some pray extempore, and others (which 
is no less a violation of what the Church has ordered) use 
printed prayers which are not authorized. Now here is a 
direct departure, as much so as can be, from the letter of 
our ecclesiastical law. But happily none are so wickedly 
uncharitable as to say that they do it from vanity, or from 
an opinion that they can make better prayers than the 
Church has appointed. We know that they do this that 
the prayers may be better adapted to the sick man's case 
and feelings. We know, and they know, that by such 
change they do not disgrace, but honor, the Church, and 
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promote true religion. And for the same reason, and 
without violating any rules of the Church, are extempo- 
rary prayers sometimes used in these social meetings, 
because better adapted to the particular state of feelings 
and desires of those who pray. And it excites the grief of 
those who are deeply pious, and the indignation of others 
who are less so, to be thus falsely accused of wicked 
motives, and of violating the rules of the Church ; and by 
those, too, who are in the constant habit of doing the lat- 
ter — not only in the case of visiting the sick, but in 
other cases, as we may hereafter show. 

It may also be well for us to reflect whether, by speak- 
ing so contemptuously of "extemporary e^imoTis," as 
some do, we may not offend God much more than we aid 
the cause of religion. When we consider what myriads 
of pious, excellent Christians pray altogether in their way, 
and are heard, and much blessed, it would become us to 
speak on a subject so serious with reverence and respect, 
till we better know whether their effusions may not, by 
Him who sees the heart, be as favorably heard as our 
reading a form. 

Extemporary prayer, in the common use of the phrase, 
means praying without being confined to a written form. 
It is often, perhaps generally, studied, and sometimes 
wholly committed to memory. A large part of it consists 
of scriptural language and other expressions, which, by 
frequent use, become so familiar to the people, that they 
can anticipate what is to be said, and to a considerable 
degree certainly unite in the petitions. Candor, and truth, 
and religion, require that we represent this, as every other 
subject, fairly, and allow to such free prayer, and to those 
who use it, all the excellence and advantages wliich they 
possess. To blacken or misrepresent the motives, or prin- 
7 
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ciples, or conduct of others, — their religious worship 
especially, — is, in Christian morals, among the greatest 
sins. He who possesses the spirit which was in our 
Saviour will say of others that only which charity ap- 
proves and truth requires. Probably no man living more 
decidedly than myself prefers a well-adapted Liturgy, or 
written forms of devotion, by which the people can unite 
in a rational, holy worship. Had we other prayers better 
adapted to the conference-meetings they would be gladly 
received and profitably used. And our bishops, perhaps, 
would do well seriously to consider whether they are not 
(to the no small detriment of the Churches, of which they 
are appointed the guardians and watchmen) neglecting 
their duty in not setting forth suitable forms of devotion 
for various important occasions which frequently occur. 
This is well known to be, from primitive times, a part of 
the Episcopal office. By neglecting it, they leave the 
people under the necessity of using sometimes unsuitable 
prayers, or no prayers, or such as are not appointed by 
the Church. If a minister write his prayer, and read it to 
the people, who have it not, to them it is the same as 
extemporary, and equally a departure from the rules of 
the Church. 

Truth and candor require us also to acknowledge that 
there are sometimes occasions of public worship when the 
reason which we most often urge in favor of a Liturgy 
will prove that the extemporary way is preferable. Min- 
isters of our Church not unfrequently are called to lead the 
devotions of a congregation, or a more private assembly, 
who are wholly unacquainted with the Prayer-Book. To 
them our forms are so new and strange, that they cannot, 
however well disposed, unite in them. In such case, the 
extemporary way, containing scriptural and other phrases 
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to them more familiar, would be more tnily social prayer. 
Let us not pervert or disguise the truth. The interest of 
our Church, as that of all true religion, is best promoted 
by a constant adherence to charity, candor, and impar- 
tiality. 

And it should be further considered, that, though social 
prayer is generally more profitable and edifying than 
hearing prayer, yet the latter is both proper and useful. 
We know that it has been much used and much blessed ; 
and by all Christians, indeed, it is allowed and must bo 
allowed to be fit and profitable. Why else do our minis- 
ters ever pray aloud in a sick man's chamber, when (in 
many cases certainly) neither the person sick nor the 
others (sometimes a large assembly) present have any 
acquaintance with the prayers which are used ? This is 
for the most part the case when are used any printed forms 
not found in the Prayer-Book. If there be no use in hear- 
ing prayer, why do we pray aloud at our meals, or on 
other occasions that might be mentioned ? But it is use- 
ful. Common sense and long, extensive experience have 
decided that it is useful. Were it not so, would our 
blessed Saviour have prayed in the hearing of his dis- 
ciples ? 

It is not, we trust, necessary to add anything further 
to show that there are occasions on which we ought to 
pray, though the people present should be hearers only, 
and when we ought to use other prayers than those con- 
tained in the Prayer-Book. Both the Scriptures and the 
Church teach that our prayers should be adapted to exist- 
ing circumstances. When the apostles prayed, as in the 
first chapter, and again in the fourth chapter of the Acts, 
they had a most excellent form for common use, prescribed 
too by the highest authority ; but, instead of it, they used 
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words more appropriate to those particular occasions. 
And there are still occasions for uniting in prayer, as has 
been observed, and as all men know and feel, for which no- 
suitable, or certainly not the most suitable, words are Jio 
be found in the Book of Common Prayei. We have seen, 
too, that the Church has appointed an office for visiting 
the sick, and commanded that ' it shall be used ; and yet 
that all our clergy, we believe without exception, some- 
times at least lay it aside, and use other words which the 
Church has not authorized, and for the same good reason 
that the apostles sometimes did not use the Lord's prayer, 
— because at those times other words were more appro- 
priate and more useful. Certainly, then, we may use 
prayers at our own discretion on those occasions for 
which the Church has made no provision, and given no 
direction; and they who contend against it "strain at a 
gnat, while they swallow a camel." 

In reference to this subject some have said, without any 
shadow of reason which I can understand, that we may 
pray extempore for the sick, "because it is intercession J' 
In a sick chamber we ought and usually do pray for all 
present ; and all also should unite in the intercession, which 
they do, and it is social prayer. Besides, intercession is 
not at all peculiar to a sick room ; it is equally proper and 
necessary in a Church, and constitutes, as it ought, a part 
of our daily service. This reasoning, if it were reason, 
would equally justify using extemporaneous prayers for 
the sick in our Church, and in the midst of our morning or 
evening prayer ; for there also we intercede for the sick. 
And certainly it would justify the use of extemporary 
prayer in our conference-meetings, where intercession con- 
stitutes a large part of our devotions ; where we feel it our 
duty to intercede not only for " Jews, Turks, Infidels, and 
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Heretics," but for other descriptions of men who do not, 
and some who dare not, pray for themselves ; and espe- 
cially for many convicted, humble souls, who are neither 
Christians nor unbelievers, who are seeking that they may 
find, who knock at the gate of divine mercy, and desire 
the prayers of Christian friends that it may be opened unto 
them. 

Our Liturgy is very comprehensive, and very excellent. 
It embraces almost everything for which we ought to pray, 
but of necessity it dwells on very few points. On some 
particulars, which in the Liturgy occupy but one short 
sentence, or apart of a sentence, pious Christians some- 
times feel a desire and think it their duty to unite in ear- 
nest supplication not for four or five seconds only, but for 
four or five minutes. All will allow that any one in private 
prayer may, without regard to the Liturgy, ask for what 
he particularly desires, and what his conscience tells him 
he ought to pray for ; and in such language as best ex- 
presses the devout feelings of his heart. And it would be 
unreasonable and unchristian to debar of the same privilege 
(were it in our power) a few, or any number of individuals, 
who, remembering the words and the promise of their 
blessed Saviour, are disposed to " agree on earth as touch- 
ing anything that they shall ask." Men may censure and 
"rebuke them that they should hold their peace;" but 
they know who has said, '' It shall be done for them of my 
Father who is in heaven ; " their trust is, " If God be for 
us, who can be against us ? " 

It is also of some importance to consider that if Episco- 
palians never accustom themselves to pray without a book, 
they will generally, on occasions where it is necessary, 
want confidence to attempt it, or ability to perform it with 
propriety. And it is a fact well known that in the view 
7* 
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of thousands our Church from this circumstance is dis- 
graced : they verily believe that Episcopalians are mere 
formalists ; that they want not only the gift, but the ^rii 
of prayer ; that the grace of God is not with them. Thus 
does the Lord, we may fear, most righteously punish our 
unreasonable and excessive opposition to free prayer. 

If, as is so often and so uncharitably said, men pray 
extempore because they possess, of think that they pos- 
sess, the gift of pray^, and to honor themselves, they 
greatly sin against God. From the depravity of our 
nature, we have much reason to fear that this is no uncom- 
mon sin ; but we cannot be too cautious how we affirm it 
to be a fact, nor too careful to remember that to oppose 
Buch praying, because we cannot ourselves excel in it, or 
from a sectarian or selfish or any unchristian motive, is no 
less sinful. To seek our own glory, or to envy or attempt 
to diminish that of others, is equally at variance with our 
holy profession. 

It appears, then, that laymen may, conscientiously with 
the rules and usages of Episcopalians, pray before any 
number of people, in public or in private. If a clergyman 
be present, they should not and they do not lead the devo- 
tions in a Church or in a prayer-meeting, but at his request, 
or with his approbation. We see, too, that their praying 
in the meetings extempore is no infringement of any rubric 
or canon. Their using the Liturgy has more the appear- 
ance of intruding into the ministerial office. It likewise 
appears that there are frequently occasions where propri- 
ety, and the interests of religion, and the honor of the 
Church, all require that other prayers than those in our 
Prayer-Book should be used ; which is confirmed by the 
practice of our bishops and other clergy, who sometimes 
even lay aside the forms which the Church has actually 
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and positively prescribed, and at their own discretion sub- 
stitute others. And it will be happy if they who so dog- 
matically affirm that from motives of pride and ambition 
we violate the rules of the Church, are themselves in affirm- 
ing it as free from violating the rules of God's holy word. 
But we leave them with Him who sees the heart of man, 
and knows it to be deceitful and wicked. God forbid that 
I, who fear to judge myself, should presume to judge 
others I 



CHAPTER VIII. 

OBJECTIONS STILL FURTHER ANSWERED. 

That many of our brethren should be much prejudiced 
against these meetings, and think them productive of evil, 
may be explained from their continually reading such 
heavy charges against the motives and conduct and want 
of principle of those who attend them, and reading nothing 
in their defence. It is the chief, if not the only object of 
these communications, to induce those who are willing and 
permitted to hear both sides to judge candidly, and as 
Christians should judge ; and if it appears that the meet- 
ings are offensive to God, and injurious to religion, let 
those who attend them be advised, in the spirit of love, to 
discontinue the practice. 

The two objections which it is proposed now to consider 
are : That the meetings are inconsistent with the principles 
of Churchmen ; and, That the clergymen who favor them 
are guilty of violating their ordination vows. These (the 
latter especially) are heavy charges. That they have been 
frequently made, if not in direct terms, yet in language 
too plain to be misunderstood, is too well known. 
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"Of all the cants which are canted in this canting world, 
though the cant of criticism may be the most tormenting, ^^ 
that of religion is the worst, and that of Episcopalians is 
particularly inconsistent and disgusting. And yet, if the 
word is truly defined to be " a form of speaking peculiar 
to some class or body of men," I fear that at the present 
day no c^^ or body of Christians is less free from it than 
we of the Episcopal Church. To others, if not to ourselves, 
it must be disgusting to hear so much of the distinctive 
principles of Churchmen; but our present inquiry is 
wherein by social prayer we violate them. Not, I have 
before shown, by any usurpation of the clerical oflSoe, nor 
by extemporary prayer, nor by any use or neglect of the 
Liturgy. So far as my knowledge extends, no people are 
more sincerely attached to the Episcopal Church, nor en- 
deavor more conscientiously to observe its rules and main- 
tain its doctrines, than they who frequent the meetings. 
We see nothing of the enthusiasm nor other disorders 
whiich many are made to believe are the usual effects. On 
the contrary, what Bishop Jebb says of so many in Eng- 
land ''who abstain from all appearance of enthusiasm with 
far more trembling solicitude than they abstain from all 
appearance of evil,'' may, I fear, be justly applied to many 
among us. 

It is often said that we are Low Churchmen. That 
there is a difference of sentiment among Episcopalians 
which has given rise to party distinctions and reproachful 
names is very evident, and much to be deplored. The 
two classes are often distinguished by the words orthodox 
and evangelical — epithets which, in themselves, contain 
nothing offensive. Every well-informed and pious Christian 
desires to be both the one and the other. High Church 
and Low Church are indeed opprobrious, because they 
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imply some deviation from the truth; but they are im- 
partial, or equally reproachfiil. If Low Church designates 
those who are too lax, or below the true standard of 
Church principles, High Church as certainly designates 
those who would uncharitably domineer, or are too much 
above the same standard ; and we may as well turn to the 
right hand as to the left. 

But these names decide nothing ; the question of con- 
troversy is. What are the true Church principles ? Both 
classes are attached, and for aught that appears to the 
contrary equally attached, to the Church, and devoted to 
its interests. But how this attachment may best be mani- 
fested they are not wholly agreed. Some believe that 
the Church is more benefited by preaching and writing 
more on those things by which it is distinguished from 
other Christians, or rather from other Protestants. Others, 
no less attached to the same Church, think it better to 
dwell more on the distinctive principles of Christianity, 
or what are usually called the doctrines of the cross. It 
may also, perhaps, be said that the one class are more 
favorable to the Papist, and the other to the Protestant, 
sects. The former (still comparatively speaking) make 
more account of the ordinances of men; the latter, of 
the holy Scriptures. Those lay more stress on the regu- 
lar ministration of religious rites ; and these on the faith 
and aflfections with which men receive them. The one 
think more of making men Churchmen ; the other, of 
making them Christians. Those called High Church, 
perhaps we may add, more generally hold that men are 
justified by faith and works conjointly ; the Low Church, 
that we are justified by faith only. The former teach that 
baptism is, the latter that it represents or signifies, re- 
generation. The one description aim more to be ortho- 
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dox; the other, to be evangelical. I merely mention 
these distinctions ; whether they are wholly correct, and 
which party is more or less erroneous, in regard to any of 
them, I pretend not to say. They who attend the prayer- 
meetings are, no doubt, generally of the latter class. 
And perhaps we might justly have added the further 
distinction, that one of these classes say more of the 
comparative importance of prayer ; and that the other 
pray more. And as the one party seem to glory in the 
appellation of High Church, it can be no disparagement 
to the meetings that they who attend them are called 
(not by themselves) Low Church. 

The difference between these two descriptions may be 
exemplified by individual characters; say, for instance. 
Archbishops Laud and Leighton, who, in my belief, were 
both good and pious men, and posseissed of learning and 
talents, both members of the same Church, and holding 
in it the same high office, and both zealously devoted to 
their Divine Master, and yet, in their sentiments and 
views of religion, widely differing. There are few proba- 
bly in the American Episcopal Church so Higfi as Laud, or 
so Low as Leighton ; but few so Arminian as the one, or 
so Calvinistic as the other : but in them we have strikingly 
exhibited the distinction between High and Low Church- 
men. Which of them was the more wisely and the more 
truly the promoter of religion, and the friend of the 
Church, different people will judge differently ; and we 
ought all to judge of them and of others with charity. 
That all true Christians or true Churchmen should in every- 
thing be of the same opinion, cannot, in the present state 
of the world, be expected. But, if we are indeed good 
Christians, we shall be of the same spirit. Our uncharita- 
ble dissensions and forwardness to judge and condemn 
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each other for these and other conscientious differences in 
our views of gospel truth, are mournful proofs of human 
depravity. 

In our country a large part of the people have a dis- 
like, and many an abhorrence, of what is called Calvinism. 
Unitarians have endeavored to take advantage of this by 
identifying Trinitarianism with Calvinism. In like man- 
ner, and perhaps for the like purpose, certainly with the 
like truth, it has sometimes been more than intimated 
that they who attend these meetings are generally favorers 
of Calvinism. It is but repeating what has been often 
said, that the numerous body of Christians called Method- 
ists, are all Trinitarians, all Evangelical, and all very 
decidedly in favor of payer-meetings, and all very much 
opposed to Calvinism. This notorious fact is more than 
sufficient to show the unreasonableness (to say the least) 
of such attempt to excite a prejudice against the meet- 
ings. 

But the most serious charge against us is that of vio- 
lating ordination vows. It would be more Christian-like, 
and much better in all respects, if they who thus accuse us 
would do it less in the dark ; if they would tell us who 
thus sin, and wherein particularly the vows are violated. 
Their meaning undoubtedly is, that in something we do 
contrary to what the Church in some rubric or canon 
directs. In former communications I have shown that in 
the meetings for which I am apologizing no rules of the 
Church are transgressed ; and the attempt so to extend 
them as to prohibit such social prayer, is, in the true 
sense of the word, High Church. 

But this unchristian charge merits further examination. 
Suppose (what is not true) that in the meetings we do 
deviate from the strict, literal sense of some rubric or 
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canon. If this be indeed a violation of vows, then all of 
our clergy are guilty of this horrid crime. There is no 
rubric or other direction more positive, or more obligatory, 
than that, when a clergyman visits the sick, he shall use the 
office prescribed in the Prayer-Book ; and yet, what one 
of our clergy obeys it ? No rubric is more positive or 
obligatory than that which says that after the gospel, in 
the morning service, the sermon shall follow; and yet 
they who bring this accusation use other prayers before 
the sermon ; and whether they are extempore, or from the 
Prayer-Book, the rubric is equally violated. Often some- 
thing extemporary is added between the collect and the 
Lord's prayer. And if we may thus add a part of a sen- 
tence, why not a whole one, or ten whole ones ? 

We have a canon which requires that, " before all ser- 
mons and lectures, and on all other occasions of public 
worship,'' the Prayer-Book shall be used as established 
by the General Convention ; and that, " in performing 
said service, no other prayer shall be used than those pre- 
scribed in the said book." This certainly means, if it 
means anything, that the whole of the regular service, as 
it is set forth, shall be used, and nothing more. And yet 
in two points this is by our clergy disregarded. For in- 
stance, when they have a third, or evening service (which 
is as much public worship as any service that we have, and 
always before sermons or lectures), some of .the service, as 
set forth by authority of the General Convention, is omitted ; 
and some prayers not prescribed by the said book for that 
purpose are used. This canon is also violated by those 
who use prayers in the pulpit before the sermon or lecture. 
We do not say that they violate their vows. God ibrbid 
that we should be so wicked, or so uncharitable. They 
do it with good intentions, for the honor of the Church, 
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and the benefit of religion. But that they who themselves 
do it should so " strain at a gnat/' may well excite our 
compassionate Concern. 

It is said that some of our clergy, and of the Highest 
grade, use in the Church that part of the burial-service 
which they are directed to use at the grave; but no 
instance of this has been within my knowledge. 

Our Church positively and very wisely directs that the 
public baptism of children shall be directly after the second 
lesson ; and yet it is often said, and I fear with truth, that 
in some of our principal Churches, and by those who talk 
much of ordination vows, this is done after sermon, and 
even after the congregation are dismissed ; which is one of 
the most material violations of our rules, and the least 
justifiable. It is highly important that baptism should be 
public and before the congregation ; first, that there may 
be many Vitnesses, and the transaction be generally 
known. This is by the Church deemed so essential that 
infants baptized in private are directed to be afterwards 
brought before the congregation in the Lord's house. 
Secondly, this is of great use for the benefit of the people. 
The solemn administration of the ordinance in their 
presence reminds those who have been baptized of what 
obligations rest upon themselves ; and those unbaptized, 
of what is their duty. Thirdly, and chiefly, the presence 
of the coftgregation is essential, that they may unite in the 
prayers. This is so important that it is noticed in our 
2tth Article : "Faith is confirmed, and grace increased, hy 
virtue of prayer unto Ood," The people who on such 
occasions withdraw from the Church, unwilling to unite in 
the prayers offered for the child, or not believing that faith 
and grace will be strengthened and increased by virtue of 
their prayer unto God, are, in the worst sense, Low 
8 
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Churchmen. It would be better, perhaps, than this if 
baptism were administered in private houses, where a 
number of pious people are assembled for the purpose. 

Supposing, then, that they who attend the meetings do 
(what they do not) in some point deviate from the letter 
of some rubric or canpn ; it is no more that what our High- 
est Churchmen do, not only in one, but in several cases ; 
and before we accuse others of breaking vows, we had 
better cast the beam from our own eye. It is evident that 
our Church does not intend to debar her ministers of all 
discretionary power. Some of her canons cannot always 
be literally observed without disobeying God's word, and, 
of course, certainly breaking ordination vows. Where 
circumstances require some deviation from a general rule, 
common sense and common practice justify our doing it. 
The Saviour of the world said to his disciples, and it is 
said to us, " When ye pray, say. Our Father, which art in 
heaven," etc. This is quite as imperative as the language 
of our canons, and by authority somewhat higher than the 
General Convention ; and yet it is evident that the apos- 
tles sometimes prayed, and all the pious of our Church, 
we cannot doubt, sometimes pray, without using the 
Lord's prayer. If we use it on those occasions when it is 
suitable (which are most occasions), we fulfil our Lord's 
command. He never intended to forbid our using other 
prayers. And we may well believe that the Chftirch has 
taugM U8 to pray for the same purpose as Christ also taught 
his disciples ; to aid rather than to restrict us in the per- 
formance of this duty. As a wise parent, she has pre- 
scribed suitable forms of devotion that we may be able 
decently and in order to unite in socjal ^^^orship, without 
forbidding the use of such other prayers ^ particular cir- 
cumstances or occasions may require. And though we 
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have had now for a few years a canon which positively 
forbids, in our public worship, the use of any prayers but 
the services as set forth in the Prayer-Book, yet we are 
constrained to receive it with some proviso or exceptions. 
The canon of Scripture, which is paramount, makes it our 
duty to pray in public, and to preach, when this canon 
cannot be observed — when there are none present who 
will or can make the responses required. To use a part 
of the service, or make selections from the Prayer-Book, is 
not observing the canon ; if it forbids anything, it forbids 
the mutilation of the service. Our Saviour's command to 
preach the Gospel to all is not to be restricted to those 
who have Prayer-Books, and will perform the service. It 
is scarce possible to extend our communion among the 
heathen, or much beyond the limits of our present parishes, 
without breaking this canon. The wisdom of making a 
rule which constrains us to disobej^ either God or man, 
may be questioned, and we hope and trust that it will not 
escape the attention of the committee appointed to revise 
the canons. And till it is revised, let those, we repeat, 
who say so much of breaking this canon, first observe it 
themselves. Such, however, is our natural frailty, that 
while we see the expediency of our own occasional de- 
viation from general rules, our brethren, who use the same 
liberty with as good intentions and perhaps with as much 
wisdom as ourselves, we are ready to condemn. I will 
not venture to say, nor to intimate, that this is ever done 
for the worse and very wicked motive of putting down a 
party that we dislike. 

We know well that the best things are liable, perhaps 
the most liable, to he abused. Our public Thanksgivings 
have been made the occasion of frolic and of much evil, 
and the celebration of Christmas throughout the world of a 
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hundred-fold more. Through the ignorance or corruption 
of men, preaching has been so perverted as to produce 
very many and very great evils, and Church government 
the most and worst of all. In these and all other things we 
are not to reject or relinquish the means of good ; but, like 
the apostles, endeavor to prevent the evils. It is indeed 
a cause of wonder that though prayer-meetings have been 
so long and so extensively practised in our Churches, so 
little evil has been produced. Notwithstanding the very 
extraordinary disposition manifested to prove them to be 
of pernicious consequence^ I have yet seen nothing proved 
to their discredit. Their opposers have been constrained 
to cross the Atlantic and the Indian Oceans to procure the 
testimony of a few individuals. Among these few we find 
the amiable and the excellent Bishop Heber, whose praise 
is most justly in all the Churches ; and most heartily do we 
wish that many more such witnesses were produced. His 
•view and opinion of the meetings, so far as appears, is 
almost, if not perfectly, the same as mine ; and confident 
I am, that, were he living, and of my acquaintance, there 
would be no manner of difference on the subject between 
us. Considering his situation as a bishop of a national 
Church, patronized and supported by a monarchical gov- 
ernment, jealous of popular meetings, and with reason 
ibaring dissent firom its legal establishment, I was agree- 
ably surprised by the mildness and wisdom of his remarks. 
He observes that the meetings are productive of good ; but 
fears that the good may be " counterbalanced '' {eqw»Ued) 
by evils. And certainly there is reason for such appre- 
hension ; and care should be taken, as he suggests, to pre- 
vent the evils. In the meetings he speaks of (in his 
passage out) evil may much more reasonably be feared 
than in those practised among us ; and happily we have 
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made the experiment, and the evil is not found. " Yet," 
Bishop Heber says, "the practice is one which none 
would venture to forbid.'^ He did not know what high 
spirits we have on this side of the Atlantic. He supposed 
that no pious Christian would dare to forbid them, lest he 
should be found fighting against God. And he did not 
venture to forbid them. When afterwards the missionaries 
of Ceylon asked his advice respecting prayer-meetings, he 
very wisely cautions them against several evils justly to 
be apprehended ; but he acknowledges his belief that none 
of those evils had in fact resulted from the meetings, but, 
on the contrary, '* by God's blessing, many advantages to 
them all." And so far was he &om forbidding them, '' that 
he did not think it necessary to advise their cessation." 
This was acting like St. Paul, who, though the evils among 
the Corinthians did exist, directed that the disorders should 
be corrected, but not that the meetings should be discon- 
tinued. How great is the contrast between Bishop 
Heber's treatment of this subject and some among us I 
Were all who oppose the meetings of his spirit our dis- 
putes respecting them would immediately cease. 
8* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ADVICE. 

There are several other things which it was intended to 
have said in reply to the objections to these meetings ; but 
the things already noticed have extended these remarks 
to a tedious length. At present I shall only add some 
remarks on the expediency of such meetings ; and some 
advice to those who attend, and to those who dislike them. 

That they are in no respects inconsistent with the word 
of God, or with the institutions of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, I have endeavored to show. Whether, all 
things considered, they are expedient, is a question worthy 
of serious attention. That they have produced much 
good, is well known to those who attend them. That 
they may produce evil, none will deny. If they are much 
opposed, evil will result from the contention. The same 
is true of the gospel, which, its Author said, would not 
bi-ing peace, but a swOrd. It is remarkable that, in the 
two cases of similar meetings noticed by Bishop Ileber, he 
acknowledges that much good actually existed: the evil 
was only feared. 

Many Christians find that in the interval from one Lord's 
day to another, in which they are necessarily much 
engaged in worldly affairs, their minds and feelings are 
too much secularized, and drawn to the things of time 
and sense ; that, by thus uniting, conversing, and praying 
together, they are edified and strengthened ; and that it is 
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also useful in increasing "a desire to pray.'' It is said, 
indeed, that the Church has made provision for this need 
by appointing service for certain days besides Sundays. 
But the days observed in honor of saints do not supply 
this need ; they come at very irregular intervals, and gen- 
erally on no certain day of the week. The services, too, 
are at a time of the day when a great, if not the greater, 
part of those most desirous to pray are bound in duty 
to their families, their masters, or their employers, to pur- 
sue their temporal occupations. In the evening they are 
less engaged. By holding the meetings in the evening 
some, too, we may believe, are induced to attend them, 
who would otherwise be worse employed.* 

The prayer-meetings on saints' days are also public and 
in the Church, where there cannot with decency be any 
conversation, even on religious subjects, which is one 
chief purpose of the meetings, which accordingly are 
called conferences. No serious Christian will deny that 
there is among us too little of what may be truly called 
religious conversation. In these meetings such conversa- 
tion only is admitted. On the saints' days we have the 
regular service of the Church, which, for its intended pur- 
pose, is very excellent, and what it should be. But its 
prayers of necessity are general and comprehensive ; they 
are also designed to be the prayers of the Church — of 
God^s people — of those who are Christians by profession. 
A considerable part of those who (at times certainly) 
attend these meetings, are not in profession Christians, 
but have a senous concern for the salvation of their souls, 
and a liearly desire to pray that God will enlighten their 
ihTIids, renew their hearts, convert their souls, and bring 

* In cities, experience has shown that an early momiDg hoar is quitt 
M coDYenient for the purpose as the evening. 
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them to himself, by a right faith in Jesus Christ ; or, rather, 
that those who are Christians should unite in praying for 
them. And we cannot deny that the present state of the 
Church and of religion requires that Christians pray much, 
and particularly for some things which in our public ser- 
vice are very briefly, if at all, mentioned ; as for the 
blessing of God upon Sunday Schools, Bible Societies, and 
missionary labors. Other denominations unite very much 
ill praying for their missionaries ; and is it not desirable, 
is it not necessary to their success, that ours, also, 
should have the united prayers of their Christian breth- 
ren ? What missionary can less need such prayers than 
St. Paul ? Yet he thought it necessary to the success of 
his ministry, and that the word of God might have free 
course, that Christians should pray for him. We may 
indeed pray for missionaries in private, and ought to do it. 
But we may well fear that such private prayer is much 
neglected ; and we may well believe, too, that our social 
prayers are more prevaiHng. Our blessed Saviour has 
taught us that if a very few shall agree as touching any- 
thing they ask in prayer, it shall be granted. 

Seeing, then, that there is some need of such meetings, 
and they are found to be productive of some good, till 
experience has proved them to be productive of as much 
evil, it seems reasonable to conclude that (at least in some 
circumstances, and with certain restrictions) they are 
expedient. If a number of pious or serious people are 
desirous sometimes to spend an evening in praying, sing- 
ing psalms, reading the Scriptures, and religious conver- 
sation, as long as no serious evil results from it, they may 
surely be tolerated, if not encouraged. This should be 
perfectly voluntary ; none should be considered as in duty 
bound to attend them, nor be blamed for not doing it. Nor 
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should any do it to the neglect of other and more impor- 
tant duties, especially of the duties which they owe to 
their families. 

We are never to think that we are better men, or better 
Christians, than others, because we attend the meetings ; 
nor indeed because we perform omy religious acts. We 
should do it from a sense of our wants and weakness, and 
that we may obtain help from God. It is a great privilege 
and blessing that we may hold such sweet intercourse and 
communion with Christians, and have the benefit of their 
counsel and prayers ; and if we are not made better by it 
we may well be blamed. 

We should never continue the meetings to late or 
unseasonable hours, lest our good should be evil spoken 
of. For people, who spend half the night in vain recre- 
ations or worldly business, will censure Christians for 
spending a fourth part of it in serving Ood. 

In cases wh^re the minister of the parish will not give 
his consent to such meetings, my advice is not to hold 
them. We ought in all things reasonable, and it is wise 
in some things unreasonable, to obey them who have the 
rule over us. All we can do, agreeably to God's word, to 
promote peace and good order, is well done. 

My advice, however, to the minister, is not to forbid, 
but rather himself to attend the meetings, and see that all 
things are done to edifying ; which to the people will be 
liighly gratifying, and to himself useful. He will be spir- 
itually strengthened; and certainly he cannot have or 
hope for a better opportunity to give to his people that 
kind of fkmiliar instruction, which, to the greater part of 
them, is the most useful, and which our notions of the 
dignity of the pulpit exclude from sermons. He may 
thus in one hour impart catechetical and other necessary 
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instruction, which would require a week to do by visiting 
them from house to house ; besides the very serious con- 
sideration how naturally and how often the conversation, 
in parochial visits, is more worldly than religious. 

It is often said that the meetings may naturally lead to 
disorders like those mentioned by St. Paul in his Epistle 
to the Corinthians. We readily admit it ; for Christians 
are no better now than they were in the apostle's days. 
And why should not our clergy imitate the apostle ? The 
disorders in that case were not mereXy feared — they were 
proved — they actually existed. Yet he does not even 
advise to discontinue the meetings; he speaks of them 
with the mildness and wisdom which become a minister of 
Christ. " When ye come together, every one of you hath 
a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, 
hath an interpretation ; '' and then says, " Let all things 
be done to edifying." He adds particular directions for 
conducting the meetings: women were not to speak in 
them, and the men but one at a time ; and, in the conclu- 
sion, gives this general direction : ** Let all things be done 
decently, and in order." Such is "the wisdom which is 
from above." This is apostolic order; and to follow the 
example would be a good evidence of an apostolic spirit. 
By many of our brethren, on both sides of the Atlantic, 
enthusiasm is apprehended and denounced as among the 
greatest evils, and the most to be feared. From the holy 
Scriptures it is evident that lukewarmness, or loving the 
world more than God, is an evil far more perilous, and 
more offensive to our Divine Master. And much reason 
have we to fear that in our Church, for one who is guilty 
of the former, there are a hundred who fall into the latter 
evil. Hypocrites and deceivers may affect much ardor ; 
but in heart they are cool and designing ; they are never 
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enthusiasts. But though such confusion as the Corinthi- 
auB fell into is far less common with us, and less offensive 
to God, than a worldly mind, still it is displeasing to Him 
who is a God of order, and not of confusion ; and all who 
attend the prayer-meetings should carefully observe St. 
Paul's direction : " Let all things be done decently, in 
order, and to edifying." 

In the conference-meetings, *' Let every man be swift to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath." To speak when we 
have nothing to say is foolish ; to do it from the vanity of 
speaking is sinful. Some fear that they shall sin in keep- 
ing silence ; and no doubt on this side we are liable to err. 
We must not be ashamed of the gospel of Christ, nor 
unwilling to speak of what the Lord has done for our 
souls. " that men (much more than they do) would 
praise the Lord for his goodness, and declare the wonders 
that he doeth for the children of men I " We should not 
be deterred from speaking of God's goodness, and from 
exhorting one another, by the fear of man. But the 
utmost care should be taken that we do not deceive our- 
selves, and that we are not influenced by any unchris- 
tian motives, — that it is truly our desire to live to 
God, to promote pure and undefiled religion, and to 
live as Christians should live. And the better we are 
acquainted with the institutions of our Church, the more 
shall we be convinced that she is a faithful witness and a 
sure guide. While we sincerely endeavor to follow her 
as she follows Christ, we may safely, and let us humbly 
trust in God. If others bring against us '' a railing accu- 
sation," let us revile not again, but meekly endeavor to 
overcome evil with good. Let us leave judgment with 
God, not forgetting that we, like others, are liable to err, 
and that they may be nght and we in the wrong. All 
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Christians who are faithful to their God, should expect^ 
and for His sake be willing to bear, reproach. They who 
live godly in Christ Jesus will in some way and some 
degree suffer persecution. 

And the measure which we claim or wish to receive let 
us be careful to give. Everything which is unnecessarily 
offensive religiously avoid. Follow after the things which 
make for peace, and leave the event with (Jod. They who 
would be evangelical should above all things remember 
that this is the true «piri^ of the gospel — to love all, to do 
good to all, and to "judge no man." However we are 
reproached or fsdsely accused, let ns bear it with meek* 
ness. Let others say, if they will persist in saying, that 
we are the enemies of that Church which we know that 
we love and obey — that we are instigated by vanity or 
other corrupt motives — that we seek the praise of men — 
that we usurp the ministerial oflBce, and " turn the world 
upside down." It concerns them more than us to take 
heed what they say. Such charges may excite our com- 
passion, but not our resentment. We 'may pray for them, 
but not judge them. They may act with sincerity, and 
verily think that they are doing God service. A Chris- 
tian should make everything subservient to his spiritual 
improvement, and especially what is said against him; 
this should make us more strict in self-examination, and 
more circumspect in all our deportment. We are nat- 
urally much too ready and forward to justify ourselves, 
and to be confident of our own rectitude. Though man- 
kind by nature and in practice are censorious and unchar- 
itable, still the evil reports in circulation have generally 
some foundation in truth. When men falsely accuse us, 
the best and safest way is, by our life and conduct, to 
show their errors. 
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The heart is deceitful above all things, and truly to 
know ourselves and our own failings is of all knowledge 
the most difficult, and yet the most necessary and impor- 
tant. It should particularly be considered that men are 
generally deficient in that which they most boast of ; and 
when they make great claims to any excellence, we may 
well be the more suspicious. Thus, if a man says much 
of his honor and veracity, and confirms his assortiona with 
oaths, we may with more reason suspect him of meanness 
or falsehood. They who talk much of liberty and of the 
equal rights or men are the more likely to abuse power 
should it be in their hands. So, should any boast much of 
being evangelical^ we may the rather fear their departure 
from the true spirit of the gospel. And extra-Episcopa- 
lians, who talk much of Church authority, are the more 
likely to oppose it and make divisions. While they may 
rule, of course they will contend for passive obedience ; 
but should the power pass into the hands of those they 
dislike, they would probably, more than others, be impa- 
tient of control, and opposed to "the powers that be.'' 
One writer, speaking of some opposition to a public 
prayer in the Church of England, observes, ''This opposi- 
tion to the rulers of the Church was, it deserves to be 
carefully remarked, exhibited by that party which exalts 
the necessity of Episcopal government and of Episcopal 
authority to the utmost point of elevation, and to the deg- 
radation of another part of the constitution at least 
equally essential. It will be recollected by those who 
are acquainted with the more modern history of ecclesias- 
tical affairs in this Island, that, ever since the Revolution, 
the High Church clergy — we adopt not the term our- 
selves — have particularly distinguished themselves by a 
9 . 
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contumacious disrespect to their superiors in the Church."* 
If such has been the fact, it is only' what might' be 
expected from the infirmity of our common nature ; and a 
sense of this infirmity should make us all the more hum- 
ble, and the more cautious in judging our brethren. 

They who disapprove of the meetings in question, if to 
them I may venture to give advice, should practise the 
like forbearance, moderation, and charity — should allow 
to others the liberty of judging what religion is, and what 
the Church is, which they take to themselves. None of 
us can be too cautious how we ascribe to our Christian 
brethren wicked or corrupt motives ; for, in doing it, we 
prove nothing but the wickedness and corruption of our 
own hearts. When we consider how much prayer is neg- 
lected by Christians generally, and especially we may fear 
by Episcopalians, we should be very sure that meetings 
for prayer do actually produce as much evil as good, 
before we condemn them. If no evils are produced by the 
meetings, they must be more perfect than any other part 
of human conduct or religious performance. I advise, 
then, to consider well whether serious evils actually exist, 
or are only apprehended; whether they overbalance all 
the good, and whether they are of such a nature that they 
cannot be removed or prevented without discontinuing the 
meetings ; whether, by judicious counsel, or by attending 
them ourselves, and adding our influence and good exam- 
ple, we may not cause all things to be done to edifying ; 
and, also, whether the evil do not arise from the opposi- 
tion made to the meetings. Even reproof, given with 
kindness and in Christian love, will have a hundred-fold 
better effect than severe' censure. If they certainly do 
wrong, would it not be better, by private intercourse and 

♦ Chrhiian Observer, vol. v., JJ. 708. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SOCIAL PBAYEE-MEETINGS. 99 

friendly means, to endeavor to reclaim them ? — "forbear- 
ing threatening; knowing that your Master is also in 
heaven ; neither is there respect of persons with him." 

But I must conclude these remarks. .He, in whom I 
ever desire to place my trust, knows with what painful 
reluctance I have wntten on the subject at all, and with 
what regreft that anything of the kind should be necessary. 
As I have written in haste, and amidst many important 
cares, there are, not improbably, some repetitions, and too 
possibly some things incorrect. My real errors I shall 
ever rejoice to have corrected, in a Christian spirit, if it 
may be ; but if in another spirit, of which we have too 
much among us, I shall endeavor still to make it profitable. 
My intention and desire have been not to judge or censure 
others ; not to accuse, but defend ; yet I am subject to 
the same infirmities as other men ; and if in the haste of 
writing on points much controverted, and in reply to 
objections and censures which appear to me unjust and 
severe, I have been drawn into the like sin, — have said 
things uncharitable, and such as pious Christians cannot 
approve, — most sincerely do I ask forgiveness of God and 
of my brethren. Should I be accused of this error by 
those who are themselves somewhat notorious for wasp- 
ishness, party feeling, and unch^iritable vituperation, it 
may remind me of what has been proverbially said of 
Satan's rebuking sin ; but my reply will be, in the words 
of One of old, '* Strike, but hear me." 
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Seabs, D. D., Pres. of Brown Univ. 12mo. 
Cloth, %l.SO. 
Facilitates a writer in seizing upon just the 

right word for his purpose. 

Visits to European Celebrities. By 

W. B. Spbaoue. D. D. 12mo. CI., 91.00. 

A series of graphic and life-like Personal 
Sketches of the most Distinguished Men and 
Women of Europe. 

Cmise of tlie Korth Star. The Ex- 
cursion made to England, Russia, Denmark, 
France, Spain, Italy, Malta, Turkey, Ma- 
deira, etc By Rev. J. O. Choules, D. D. 
nhistrations, etc 12mo. Cloth, gUt, $1.50. 

Tlie BTatiral History or the hcmait 

Species t Its Typical Forms and Primeval 
Distribution. By Chas. Hamilton Smith. 
With an Introduction contidning an abstract 
of the views of writers of repute. By Sam- 
uel Kneelanp, Jr., M. D. With Illustrap 
tions. 12mo. Cloth, $1.25. 

Tlie Camel: ms organization, HaUts and 
Uses, eonridered with reference to his Intro* 
duction into the United States. By Geobob 
P. Mabsh, late U. 8. Minister at Constanti- 
nople. 12mo. Ck)th,68cts. 
This book treats of a sulnect of great inter- 
est, espedally at the present time. It ftimishea 
the only complete and reliable account of the 
Camel in the language. 
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Dliry m4 C«rres|>«B4eB«e or tbb 

catb Amos Lavrbncr. Edited by hit 
M>n, Wm. R. Lawkenck, M. D. Octavo, 
cloUi, 91.25 ; alMH ic^al l^Smo. ed., d^ fLOO. 

KitU's Popular Cydopiedia or bib- 
lical LiTKRATVKB. oOO nfuitrationi. One 
TOL, octavo. 812 pages. Cloth, $3. 

Intended for ministen, theoloi^cal stadenta, 
parents, Sabbath-achool teachcn, and the greai 
Dody of the rdiglotu pul^e. 

Aialytical CoicordiBM of flM Holy 

ScRirrtTKBt I or. The Bible preeented 
under ClaMifted Heads or Topics. Sy JOHK 
£ai>ik, D.D. Octavo, t06 pp. $3. 

Dr. Winiams' Works. 

Iiooturei on the Iiord*» Pvarer— &«- 
llffloua Proffroaa— IfUoelliailea. 
oar Dr. WillianM is a profound scholar and 

a brilliant writer. — Jiew York £vcmffeli$L 

Modem Atheism* considered under its 
fbrms of Pantheism, Materialism, Seeular- 
ism. Development and Natural Laws. By 
James Buchavav, D. D., X>L. D. 12mo. 
Cloth, ^1,25. 

The Halllg : or the Sheepfold in the 
Waters. A Tale of Humble Life on the 
Coast of Schleswig. From the German, by 
Mrs. Obokob P. Mabsh. l2mo. CI., fL 

The SvfferlDg SaTlonr. By Dr. kbuh- 

MACHBB. 12mo. Cloth, $1.25. 
HeUTeil* By Jambs Wm. Kimball. Iftooo. 

ChrlstUui's Dally Treasnry. Religious 

Exercise for every Day in the Year. By 
Rev. £. Tkmple. 12mo. Clotii, $1. 

If ayland's Sermons* Delivered in the 

Chapel of Brown Univ. 12mo. CI., $1.00. 

Entertatning and InstraetlTe Works 

roB THB YouKO. Elegantly illustrated. 
16mo. Cloth, giU backs. 

The American Statetnum. Life and Char- 
acter of Daniel Webster. — Young Aniencam 
Abroad : or Vacation in Europe. — The 
Matid Home ; or the Young Cast-aways. — 
Pteamnt Paget for Yomg People. — The 
Chdding Star. -^ The Poor Boy and Mer- 
chant Prince. 

Tub Aimwell Stobibs. Resembling 
and quite equal to the ''RoUo Stories." — 
Christian Register. By Waltbb Aiuwell. 
Oscar; or tlie Boy who had his own way. — 
Clinton ; or Boy-Life in the Country.— J?ffo; 
or Turning over a New Leaf.— IFAirt/cr; 
or The Msuily Boy.— Jforcus; or the Boy 
Tamer. 

Works by Rev. Harvbt Newcomb. 
How to be a Lady.— How to he aJUatu — 
Anecdotes/or Boyt. — Anecdotes for Oirls. 

Bakvabd's Series or Ambricaw His- 
tories. Ptpmoiith and the Pilgrims. 
Romance of American HisUny.— Novelties , 
the New Worlds and Tragic Scenes in the His- 
tory cf Maryland and the old French War, 



Clod Reyealed In BTatvre and In 



Christ. By Rev. Jamks B. WaLkef. 

•of"Thc Philoeouhv.ot " ~ 
Salvation.** l:too. Cloth, $L 



Author 



! Philoeouhy.ot the Plan oi 



Philosophy of the Plan of Salyation. 

New enlarged edition. 12mo. Cloth, 7£e. 

Christlatt lilfe^ social akdIbditidvau 
By Pbtbr Batbb. luno. Cloth, fL:^ 
AU agree in pronouncing It one of the moat 

admiraue works of the age. 

YahTOh Chrilrt; or the Memorial Name. 
By Albx. MacWhorter. With an IntnK 
duetoiy Letter, by Nath'l W. Taylor, D. 
D., in Yale TheoL Bern. 16mo. Cloth, 00 c. 

The Sl^ct King, akd its heavenly 

Motto. From the German. 16mo. Cl.,31c. 

The Hairiage Kh^l or How to Make 

Home Happy. 18mo. Cloth, gilt, 75 c 

mothers of the Wise and Good. By 

Jabez BuRirs, D. D. Itoio, Cloth, 75 c 
O^ A sketch of the mothers of many of tt« 
most eminent men of the world. 

My Bother^ or Recollections of Matemal 
fitflnenoe. 12mo. Cloth, 75e. 

The Excellent Woman, with an intro- 
duction, by Rev. W. B. Sprague. D. D. 
Splendid Illustrations. 12mo. Ck>th, $1. 

The Progress of Baptist Principles 

iw THB Last Hukdred Years. By T. F. 
Curtis, Prof, of Theology in the Lewisbuig 
University. 12mo. CloBi, $1.25. 

Dr. Harris' Works. 

The Great Teacher. — The 0rest 
CommiBiiion. — The Pre-A4amite 
Saarth. — Man. Primeval. — Patri. 
arohy. — PosthTUUOus VTorka, 4 
v<riumes. 

The Better Land ; or the belibvebs 

JOURXKY AWD FUTURE llOME. By RcV. A- 

C. Tuompsok. L^mo. Cloth, 85 c. 

Ritto's History of Palestine, from the 

Patriarchal Age to the Present Time. With 
20U Illustrations. 12mo. Cloth, tl.25. 
An admirable work <br the Family, the Sab- 
bath and week-day School Library. 

The Priest and the Hngnenot; or, 

PeBSECUTIOIT IW THE AOE OP Louis XV. 

From the French of L. F. Bungener. 
Two vols., I2mo. Cloth, $2.25. 
This is not only a work of thrilling interest, 
but is a masterly Protestant production. 

The Psalmist, a collection of Hymns for 
the Use of Baptist Churches. By Bacon 
Stow and S. F. Smith. Witii a Supple- 
ICBKT, containing an Additional Selection 
of Hymns, by Richard Fuller, D. D., 
and J. B. Jeter, D. D. PuUished in vari-\ 
ous sizes, and styles of binding. 
This is unquestionably the best collection 

of Hymns in the English language. 



nef In addition to works imbHshed br themselves, they keep an extensive assortment of 
wonu in all departments of^trade, which they supply at publishers' prices. 0^* They par- 
ticularly Invite the attention of Booksellers, TraveUing Agents. Teachers, School Commit- 
tees. Libroriiins, Clereymen, and professional men generally (to whom a liberal discount is 
uniformly mode), to their extensive stock, var To persons wishing copies of Tcxt-boolcs, tbr 
examination, they will be forwarded, per mail or otherwise, on the reception of one halt the 

{trice cf the work desired. VST Orders from any part of the country attended to with fiuth- 
ulncss and dispatch. (iO) 
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IMPORTANT WORKS. 

ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE OF THE HOLY SCEIPTUIIES ; 
or, The Bible presented under Distinct and Classified Heads or Tcpics. By John 
Eadib, D. D., LL. D., Author of " Biblical Cyclopaedia," " Dictionary of the 
Bible," &c., &c. One volume, royal octavo, 836 pp. Cloth, $3.00; sheep, ^.50. 
Just published* 

*I!he publishen ironld call the ipedal ftttention of cleigym^n and others to •ome of the pectiliar 
features of this great work. 

1. It ii a concordance of mioects^ not of words. In this it differs fiom the common concordance, 
Wliicli, of course, it does not supersede. Both are necessary to the Biblical student. 

2. It embraces all the topics, both secular and religions, which are naturally suggested by the entire 
contents of the Bible. In this it differs ftom Scripture Mannnls and Topical Text-books, which are 
confii^ed to religious or doctrinal topics. 

3. It contains the whote qf the BS)le without dbridgmeWt^ diflbring In no respect from the Bible in 
common use, except in the classific«tion <^ its contents. 

4. It contidns a synopsis, separate ttoTO. the concordance, presenting within the compass of a few 
pages a bird*s-«ye view of the whole contents. 

5. It coptuns a table of contents, embracing nearly two thousand heads, arranged in alphabetical 
order. 

6. It is mtich superior to the only other work in the Iangu4ge^repared on the same general plan, 
■nd is offered to the public at much less cost. 

The purchaser gets not only a Concordance^ but also a £tble, in this volume. The superior con- 
venience arising out of this fi&ct, ^ saving, as it does, the necessity of having two bookj at hand and 
of making two references, instead of one, — will be readily apparent. 

The general subjects (under each of vrhich there are a vast number of sub-divisions) are arranged 
as follows, viz. t 

Ministers of Beli^n, Sacrifice, 
Miracles, Scriptures, 

Occupations, Speech, 

Ordinances, Spirits, 

Parables and Emblems, Tabernacle and Temple, 
Persecution, Vineyard and Orcliard, 

Praise and Prayer, Visions and Dreams, 
Prophecy, War, 

Providence, Water. 

Bedemptton, 
Family, Metals and Minerals, Sabbaths and Holy Days, 

That such a work as this is of exceeding great convenience is matter of obvious remark. Bnt it 
ts much more than that ; it is also an instructive woric It is adapted not only to assist the student 
in prosecuting the investigation of preconceived ideas, but also to impart ideas which the mostcare- 
ftil reading <^ the Bible in its ordinary arrangement might not suggest Let him take vp any one of 
the subjects — " Agriculture," for example — and see if such be not the case. This ftature places 
the work in a higher grade than that of the common Concordance. It shows it to be, so to speak, a 
work of more mind. 

No Biblical student would willingly dispense with this Concordance when once possessed. It Is 
adapted to the necessities of all classes, — clergymen and theological students; Sabt)ath-school 
superintendents and teachers; authors engaged in the composition of religious and even secular 
works { and, in fine, common readers of the Bible, intent only on their own improvement. 

A COMMENTARY ON THE ORIGINAL TEXT OF THE ACTS 
OF THE APOSTLES. By Horatio B. Hackett. D. D., Professor of Biblical Liteiv 
ature and Interpretation, in the Newton Theological Institution. IHT^A new, 
revised, and enlarged edition. Octavo, cloth. In Prat, 

war This most important and veiy popular work, has been throughly revised (some parts being 
entirely rewritten), and considerably enlarged by the introduction of important new matter, the 
result of the Author's continued, laborious investigations since the publication of the first edition, 
aided by the more recent published criticisms on this portion of the Divine Word, by Uhek* distin- 
guished Biblical SfchoUrs, in this country and in Europe. (T) 





Genealogy, 


Animals, 


God, 


Architecture, 


Heaven, 


Army, Arms, 


Idolatry, Idols, 


Body, 


Jesus Christ, 


Canaan, 


Jews, 


Covenant, 


Laws, 


Diet and Dress, 


Magistrates, 


Disease and Death, 


Man, 


Eartii, 


Marriage, 
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KITTO*S CYCLOFiEDIA OP BIBUCAL'^LTTCRATUAA 

#Vwm Rev. JSL. A*. Kirk, Poster qf Mount Vernon Congregotional Ckitnhj BotHmL 
I'he work m invaluable to the student of the Bible. We have no other in this depar 
nt to be compared with it, for condensing the results of modem researches or Oriental 
t^ulUes and topography, which are so valuable in explaining the language of the Bibto 

fVoM Hon, Tkonuu & WUUmu, Hanford^ CL 
A maM of information, in a condensed form, highly important to those who regard tba 
ncnd VMome ; and to Sabbatb-ecbool teachers It will prove a most valuable aasitlant 

From Bon. Edword Eoerett, LL. D,, Booton. 
1 have kept it on my table, and have firequently referred to it ; and it has been a good deal 
lead by different membms of my family. I unite with them in the opinion that it is a val- 
uable work, well adapted for the above-named purpose. It appears to embody, in a po 
lar fomt, the results of much research, and will promote, I doubt not, the intelUgeot re 
ing of the Scriptures. 

From H*m. Ooorgt A*. Briggo, LL. D., Pitt^/UU, JMws. 
To all who read and study the Bible it will be found to be a wcnrk of surpeasing In te w sl 
and utiliQr. In families and in the hands of Sabbath-school teachers, its value and impor- 
tance can hardly be over-estimated. Its explanations of the habits^ customs, and religioas 
rites of the Hebrews and the surrounding nations, are clear and important ^ and the light 
which it throws upon the biograpliy, geography, and historv of the Old and New Testa- 
ment develops in those inspired volumes new beauties, and inspires a higher admiratioa 
for that Book of books, and a profounder reverence fiat its Divine Author. I wish theva 
was a copy of it in every fiunily in the land. 

From Jartd 8pork$, LL. D., Preoidont of Horootrd ColUgo. 
I am i^ad to possess the work ; and I enclose three ddlars, which I undwstand to ba tfM 
price of it 

JVoM Hon. Tkooior* FrdingkMjftenj LL. D., ^flow Brunowiek^ A*. J. 
I regard it as a very valuable help to the student of the Bible. It brings to the aid of tha 
leadini communis, in an instructive and condensed form, a rich treasure of historical «id 
biblical literature, prepared and arranged Ixv some of the best minds, and which could 
otherwise be gained only by a laborious and patient research, that very few have the M- 
sure to give to the subject No fkmily would, I think, ever regret the puichaae of a book aa 
deserving of a household place. 

From Hon. John McLean^ LL. D., </ Oldo. 
It is only necessary to look through this volume to appreciate its value. There is no woik 
I have seen which contains so much biblical knowlea^, alphabetically arranged under ap- 
propriate heads, in so condensed a fiNrm, and which is sold so cheapo Undw a leading 
word is to be RHind in this book, whether it relate to natural science or scriptural illua- 
tration, enough to satisfy every inquirer. Next to the Bible, this dictionaiy of it contains 
man interesung knowledge than any work of the same size, and it should be found in ev«y 
flunily, in our public schools as well as in all our academies and colleges. 

From Bon. Simon OreonUofi LL. D, 

A book that will prove highly useful to all persons engaged in the study of the Bible, 
or ia teaching its sacred truths to the young. I hope, therefore, that it will be wide^ 
circulated. 

From Hon. Robort C fFmtkrop^ LL. D., Boston. 

I have examined with great pleasure your edition of Kitto*s Popular Cyclopedia of Bfbh- 
oal literature. It seems to me a most convenient and valuable aid to the study of the 
tterlptures, and I am glad that you have been able to publish it at so reasonable a price 
ft can haralv fail to ctnimend itself to those who would teach, and to those who would 
l0am, something more than the mere letter of the inspired volume. 

From Honrjf T. Rip fy. D. A, Avikor of " J^tes on the Senptaires,'* ond Pr^uoot m MWian 
TUeologieal Institution. 
It would be invaluable to 8abhaih-schiiol teachers, and of great utility to nreaebers It 
ereiy where shows evidence of research, and is particular and accurate in lU* details, ft 
employs apiropriate authorities, both less and inttre modern, as to qiiesti.ins of sacred 
criticism, of history and eeography, and sivee the reader the results of recent learned ia- 
vestigatious U Ute pucpose of this book is gained, scriptural knowledge will ho inereuoti 
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IMPORTANT NEW WORKS. 

THE TESTIMONY OF THE ROCKS : or, Geology in its Bearings on 
the two Theologies, Natural and Revealed. By Hugh Miller. " Thou 8halt be 
in league with the stones of the field." — Job. With numerous elegant illustrations. 
12mo, cloth, «1.26. 

Tbe completion of thli Important irork employed the laft honn of the lamented author, and may 
be conddered hifl greatest and in flust his lift woriu 

MACAXJLAY ON SCOTLAND. A Critique. By Hugh Millbb, 
Author of *' Footprints of the Creator/* &c. 16ma, flexible cloth, 25c. 

When we read Macanlay'a laet Tolnmei, we said that they wanted nottiing but the fiction to make 
an epic poem ; and now it teems tliat they are not wanting even in that. — Tumtab Bbcobdsb. 

He meets the historian at the ftrantidn head, traeks liim flurooj^ the <dd pamphlets and newspapen 
(m which he reUed,and demonstrates that his own authorities axe against him.— Bostos Tsaitsobift. 

THE GEEYSON LETTERS. Selections from the Cozrespondence of 

B. B. H. Gkitson, Esq. Edited by Bjbskz Rocubs, Author of «Xhd Edipseof Valth.** 

12mo, doth, $1.26. 

** Ifr. Grey son and Ifr.Bogen are one and the aame person. The whole work Is flrom his pen | 
and erery letter is radiant with the geniusof the author of the* Eclipse of Faith."* Itdiscnsses m 
wide range of suljjeots in the most attractiye manner. It abounds in the keenest wit and humor, 
■atire and lo^c It iUrly entitles Mr. Bogers to rank with Sydney Smith and Charles Lamb as a 
wit and humorist, and with Bishop Butler as a reasoner. 

HMr. Bogers lives to accomplish our expectations, we IM little doubt that his name will share, 
with those of Butler and Faseal, in the gratitude andTcneratfon of posterity.— Lovi>OHQvAKTxai.T. 

FuU of aeuteobservation. of subtle analyds, of accurate logic, fine description, apt quotation, idthy 
remark, and amusing anecdote. ... A book, not far one hour, but for all hours; not finr one mood* 
but ibr erery mood, to think orer, to dream orer, to laugh oTer.—BosTOs JouBKAL. 

A truly good tMKdc, eoutalning wise, true and oric^ual relleettons, and written in an atfaaettre ilylsw 
—Bon. Gbo. 8. HfT.T.ian, LL. D., in £otton Cornier, 

Mr. Rogers has ftw equals as a critic, moral philosopher, and deftnder of truth. . . • Ttds-ntema 
is ftiU of entertainment, and fUl of food for thought, to fted on. — Fhiladslphia FBxsBTTBXiAjr. 

The Letters are intellectual gems, radiant with beauty and the lights of genius, handily iater- 
mingling the grare and the gay. — Chbistlut Obsxbtxb. 

ESSAYS IN BIOGRAPHY AND CRITICISM. By Pbtbb Baynb, 
M. A, Author of « The Christian LUi3^ Social and IndiTidnaL** Airaoged In xwo SnnSy 
OKPABfS. 12nus doth, ea(^, $1.26w 

This work is prepared by the author ezdurively for his American pubUshetf. It Indudes eigh» 
teen articles, Tiz.t 
FiasT Sbbiks :— Th<nnas De Quincy. — Tennyson and his Teachers. — Bfrs. Barrett Browning. 

— Becent Aspects of British Art. — John Buskin. — Hugh Miller. — The Modem Novel ; Dickens, te. 

— Ellis, AcUm, and Currer BdL — Charies Kingsley. 

Sbcokd Sbbixs i — 8, T. Coleridge. — T. B. Maeanlay. -^ Alison. — Wellington. — Ni^oleon. — 
Flato.- Characteristici of Christiaa CJTlHwitton.— Bdacrtloii In tha Nineteenth Ceatuiy.— The 
Pulpit and the Fcass. 

LIFE AND CHARACTER OP JAMES MONTGOMERY. Abridged 
from the recent London, seven rolume edition. By Mrs. H. C. Knioht, Author 
of '* Lady Huntington and ber Friends,'' &o. With a fine Ukeneas and an elegant 
illustrated title page on steel. 12mo, cloth, fl.26. 

This is an original biography prepared ftom the abundant, but lU-dlgested materials con- 
tained in the seren octavo volumes of the London edition. The great bulk of that work, together 
With the heavy style of Its literary ezetutton, must necessarily prevent its republication In this 
country. At the same ttme, the Christian publ'/t in America win expect some memoir of a poet 
whose hymns and sacred melodies hatTe Mten tt t <Mi^t of every household. This work, it Is confi- 
dently hoped, wiU ftiUy satisfy the pubUt 'l^^fk M Is prepared by one who has already won disthi- 
•ulahed laurels in this department oHitmtir/f^ (x) 
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WORKS BY DR, TWEEDIE. 

GLAD TIDINGS ; or, The Gospel of Peace. A series of Daily Meditations 
for Christian Disciples. By Rey. W. K. Tweedie, D. D. With an elegant 
Illustrated Title-page. 16mo, cloth. 63 cents. 

Hieae meditations, though brle^ are comprehensive and weighty. It is remarkaUe for con- 
densation, for a deep evangelical tone, and for putting itself into direct contact with the con- 
science and the heart — Jfiiany .dn^tM. 

We heartily wish this little book were In every Christian feanHy, and could be carefully read 
throufi^ by every Christian. — N, 7. EuangdUt. 

This sweet little volume challenges oar warmest commendation. Every page glows with 
Christian example and goodness. The perusal of one chapter will awake a keener relish for the 
commencement of another. The FrorUiapiece, representing the shepherd^s watch of their flocks 
by night, is suUimely beautiftil. — Lawrence Courier. 

Earnest and pointed in style, pithy and practical in thought, thoroughly evangelical, it is not 
only a us^ni but a valuable work. — Bdigioue Merdtd, 

A LAMP TO THE PATH ; or, the Bible in the Heart, the Home, and 
the Market-place. With an elegant lUostrated Title-page. 16mo, cloth. 
63 cents. 

The power, the beanty, and the necessity of leligkm hi the heart, the home, the workshop* 
the martet>idace, the professions, and in social intercourse, are happily illustrated, and no per- 
son can read the work without being greatly benefited. It is a Jewel, and should enrich every 
fiunHy library. The last chapter, entitled, " Religion the Crown and Glory of Man's Life," is 
worthy of being engraven, as with the point of a diamond, on every human heart — Southern 
Literary Meeaenger, 

We wish every Ihmfly could read the votame. Sodety, in that event, would owe a debt of 
gratitude to the author fas many a personal reformation. — Peteraofi?a Magazine. 

This little volume brings Christianity home to the bosoms and business of men. It is a ladd. 
Impressive, and beautlAil exposition of Christian oWgations. — .iltanv Argue. 

It is eloquently written, with a searching closeness as well as rare correctness of style ; and 
both youi^ men and (dd may ponder over its pages with profit. — Yankee Blade. 

SEED-TIME AND HARVEST; or. Sow Well and Reap Well. A Book for 
the Young. With an elegant Illustrated Title-page. l6mo, cloth. 63 cents. 

An excellent little book, more particularly designed for the information and reUgious im- 
provement of young readers ; but persons of all ages may derive pleasure and profit firom its 
perusal. — JVeto r&rfe CbfTwn^roioI. 

The great thought which this work Is dralgned to, and does very successftilly, develop, comes 
out on the title-page. No parson can read it attentively, without feeling that there is an im- 
portance attadied even to what seem to be his most indifl'erent actions. — Puritan Becorder. 

A most precious volume this to the young, taking their first step and first look in life ; teach- 
ing them, in language at once simple and elevated, that if they would reap well, they must sow 
well ; that if they would enjoy an old age of himor, they must be trained in youth to virtue. — 
Dr. ^Prague, Albany Spectator. 

The object of this little book is to Impress the young with the great truth " that whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap ;" showing also " how much depends upon a single principle 
adopted or a single deed done " in early life. We hope it will have many readers. —Ch. fferald. 

THE MORN OF LIFE ; or. Examples of Female Excellence. A Book for 
Young Ladies. 16mo, cloth. Jn press. 

J83r The above works, by Dr. Tweedie, are of uniform size and style. They are most charm- 
ing, pious, and instructive woiks, beauUftilly gotten up, and well adapted for " gift-books.^* 

FA>nLY WORSHIP ; or, the Morning and Evening Sacrifice. One volume 
Octavo, cloth. In press, (h) 
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AMOS LAWRENCE. 



DIARY AND CORRESPONDENCE OF THE LATE AMOS LAW- 
KENCE ; with a brief account of some Incidents in his Life. Edited by bis gon, 
William K. Lawrenok, M. D. With line steel Portraits of Amos and Abbott 
Lawrence, an Engraving of their Birth-place, a Fac-simile page of Mr. Law- 

' reuce's Hand-writing, and a copious Index. Octavo edition, cloth, $1.50. Eoyal 
duodecimo edition, $1.00. 

This work was first published in an elegant octavo volume, and sold at the unusu- 
ally low price of $1.50. At the solicitation of numerous benevolent individuals who 
were desnous of circulating the work— so remarkably adapted to do good, especially 
to young men— gratuitously y and of giving those of moderate means, of every class, an 
opportunity of possessing it, the royal duodecimo, or " cheap edition," was issued, 
varying from the other edition, only in a reduction in the size (allowing less margin), 
and' the thickness of the paper. 

Within six months after the first publication of this work, twenty-two thousand 
copies had been sold. This extraordinary sale is to be accounted for by the character 
of t lie man and the merits of the book. It is the memoir of a Boston merchant, who 
became distinguished for his great wealth, but more distinguished for the manner in 
which he usea it. It is the memoir of a man, who, commencing business with only 
$20, gave away in public and private charities, during his lifetime more, probably, 
than any other person in America. It is substantially an autobiography, containing 
a full account or Mr. Lawrence's career as a merchant, of his various multiplied chan- 
ties, and of his domestic li&. 

** We have by us another wr rk, the * Lift of Amos Lawrence.* We heard It once sidd in ^e pulpit, 
* There is no work of art like a noble life,' and for that reason he who has achieved one, takes rank 
with the great artists and becomes the world's property. Ws abb pboud of this boobu We abb 

WILLIMO TO LET IT OO FOBTH TO OTHEB LANDS AS A SPECIMEIT OF WHAT AMEBICA CAIT 

PEOD0CE. In the old world, reviewers hare called Bamum the characteristic American man. We 
are willing enough to admit that he is A characteristic American man ; he is OXE fhiit of our soil, 
but Amos Lawrence is another. Let our country have credit for him also. The oood effect 

WHICH THIS Life mat have IK DETBBMIKINO the COUBSB of TOUNO MBIT TO HOMOB AKD 
VIBT UB lii IKCALCUL ABLE."— Mas. StOWB, IW N. Y. IhDBPBNDBHT. 

*' We are glad to know that our large business houses are purchasing copies of tills work for eacl| 
of their numerous clerks. Its influence on young men cannot t>e otherwise than highly salutary. 
As a business man, Mr. Lawrence was a pattern for the yoimg clerk.**— Bostok Tbavellbb. 

** We are thankful for the volume before us. It carries us back to the farm-house of Mr. Law* 
rence*s birth, and the vUlago store of his first apprenticeship. It exhibits a charity noble and active, 
while the young merchant was still poor. And above ail, it reveals to us a beautiful cluster of sistei 
graces, a keen sense of honor, integrity which never knew the shadow of suspicion, candor in tiie 
estimate of cluracter, filial piety, rigid fidelity in every domestic reUtion, and all these connected 
with and flowing firom steadfiut religious principle, profound sentiments of devotion, and a vivid 
realization of spiritual truth.**— NoBTH Ambbioan Rbvibw. 

*' We are glad that American Biography has been enriched by such a contribution to its treasures. 
In all that composes the career of 'the good man,' and the practical Christian, we have read few 
memoirs more full of instruction, or richer in lessons of wisdom and virtue. We cordially unite in 
the opinion that the publication of this memdr was a duty owed to society."— National Intbl- 

LIOENCBB. 

*• With the intention of placing it wltMn the reach of a large number, the mere cost price is 
charged, and a more beautiAilly printed volume, or one calculated to do more good, has not been 
Issued from the press of late years."— EvBiriiro Gazbttx. 

** This book, besides being of a difibrent class from most biographies, has another peculiar charm. 
It shows the inside life of the man. You have, as it were, a peep beliind the curtain, and see Mr. 
Lawrence as he went in and out among business men, as he appeared on *change, as he received 
his friends, as he poured out, 'with liberal hand and generous heart,* his wealth for tliebencf.t 
of others, as he received the greetings and salutations of children, and as he appeared in the bosom 
of his family at his own hearth stone.**- Bbunswick Tbleobaph. 

*« It ia printed on new type, the best paper, and is mustrated by four beautiful plates. How It can 
be sold for the price named is a marvel.**— Nobfolx Co. Joubnal. 

**It was first privately printed, and a limited number of copies were distributed among the 
relatives and near friends of the deceased. This volume was read with the deepest interest by tiioee 
who were so favored as to obtain a copy, and it passed A-om friend to friend as rapidly as it could be 
read. Dr. Lawrence has yielded to the gcncrvl wIhIi, and made public the vulunie. It will now be 
widely circulated, will certainly prove a standard worlc, and be read over and over again.''f-Bo»' 
TOB Daily Aovbbtisbb. 
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GOULD AND LINCOLN, 

69 WASHIHGTOH STREET, BOSTON, 

Would call particular attention to the following valuable wofks described 
in their Catalogue of Publications, viz. : 

Hugli Miller's Works. 

Bayne's Works. Walker's Works. Miall's Works. Bimffener's Work. 

Anzmal of Soientiflo Discovery. Knight's Knowledge is Power. 

Krommaolier's Suffering Saviour, 

Banvard's American Histories. Tke Aim well Stories. 

Vawoomb's Works. Tweedie's Works. Chambers's Works. Harris' Works. 

Kitto's OydopflBdia of Biblical Literature. 

Xrs. Knight's Life of Montgomery. Kitto's History of Palestin 

Wheewell's Work. Wayland's Works. Agaasia's Works. 




WUliam's Works. Ouyot's Works. 

Thompson's Better Land. Kimball's Heaven. Valuable Works on Missions. 

Haven's Mental Philosophy. Buchanan's Modem Atheism. 

Cruden's Condensed Concordance. Sadie's Analytical Ooncordanoe. 

The Psalmist : a Collection of Hymns. 

Valuable School Book*. Works for Sabbath Schools. 

Memoir of Amos Lawrence. 

poetical Works of Milton, Cowper, Scott. Elegant Miniature Volumes. 

Arvine's Cyclopedia of Anecdotes. 

Bipley's Kotes on Gospels, Acts, and Bomans. 

Sprague'o European Celebrities. Marsh's Camel and the Hallig. 

Boget'8 Thesaurus of English Words. 

Haokett's Kotes on Acts. M'Whorter's Tahveh Christ. 

Slebold and Stannius's Comparative Anatomy. Marco's G^oIogiCiJ Map, 17. S. 

Beligious and Miscellaneous Works. 

Works in the various I>epartmenta t*f Literatxire, Science and Art. 
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